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VERIFIED MEÉ TIS FAMILY LINE ASSESSMENT DOCUMENT 

LESAGE-SCHWINK FAMILY LINE (FL4021) 

1 Overview of this Document 
This Verified Métis Family Line Assessment Document, along with others, have been prepared by the MNO 
Registry in order to identify Métis families who were a part of Historic Métis Communities in Ontario.1  
These communities existed in some parts of Ontario where distinctive Métis collectivities who, in addition 
to their mixed Aboriginal ancestry, developed their own customs, way of life, and recognizable group 
identity separate from their First Nation and European forebearers, prior to the Crown effecting political 
and legal control in a given region. 

The MNO represents various regional rights-bearing Métis communities throughout Ontario; these 
communities consist of the Descendants of the Métis Root Ancestors who made up Historic Métis 
Communities.  Based on the Descendants of these Métis Root Ancestors applying for citizenship within 
the MNO, the MNO is authorized—through democratic governance structures at the local, regional and 
provincial levels—to represent the collectively-held rights, interests and claims of these modern-day 
Métis communities. 

Flowing from this authorization, the MNO has adopted a Harvesting Policy to manage the activities of 
Métis harvesters in Ontario.  This Policy provides that an MNO citizen who ancestrally connects to a Métis 
Root Ancestor is eligible for an MNO Harvester’s Card for the identified Traditional Harvesting Territories 
(also known as Harvesting Areas) that corresponds to the Historic Métis Community to which the citizen’s 
Root Ancestor belonged.  To fully understand what is required in order to be issued a Harvester’s Card, 
this Verified Métis Family Line Assessment Document must be read with the MNO Registry Policy for 
Identifying and Documenting Verified Métis Family Lines for the Purposes of Issuing Harvesters Certificates 
to Citizens (“MNO Harvesters Certificate Policy”). 

2 Rationale for Inclusion as Verified Métis Family Line  
The Lesage-Schwink family was part of the Historic Métis Community of Sault Ste. Marie (the “Métis 
Community”).   

The Métis Root Ancestor for this Verified Métis Family Line is Eustache Lesage.  Eustache was born in Sault 
Ste. Marie in 1833, almost two decades prior to Effective Control.  Eustache was a Documented Métis, 
identified as “hfb” in an American census taken on Sugar Island, and “Chippewa FB” on a Canadian census 
taken in Garden River. Métis Root Ancestor Descendants were also Documented Métis, identified as 
“Chippewa FB” and “Chippewa OB” on the 1901 Census. 

                                                           
1 This document has been created for MNO internal use only.  It should not be used for other purposes without the 
express written authorization of the MNO. 
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The Historic Records demonstrate that the Métis Root Ancestor and Root Ancestor Descendants spent 
their lives in the Métis Community.  Eustache’s first known child, Mary Ann (or Minnie) was born on Sugar 
Island (in northern Michigan) in 1863.  Between 1863 and 1870, Eustache and his family moved back and 
forth between Sugar Island and Garden River, Ontario. At least eight of their 14 known children were born 
on the Ontario side of the border. In 1870, Eustache was recorded in the United States Federal Census of 
Sugar Island Township, and in the 1901 Census of Canada he was identified in Garden River.  Eustache 
died in Algoma in 1922.  

Eustache’s son, Leonard Lesage, was born in Michigan around 1870.  He married in St. Ignace, on Mackinac 
Island, in 1891.  He is recorded in Garden River in 1901 with three of his children.  In 1902, he re-married 
(his first wife died in 1901) Mary Belleau, who was a Documented Métis.  Leonard married a third time, 
after Mary’s death, to Mary Ann Clark in Garden River in 1924.  Leonard died in Sault Ste. Marie in 1934.  
Another son of Eustache, Harold, married in 1902 in Garden River.  

The grandchildren of the Root Ancestor—the children of Leonard and Harold—remained largely in Garden 
River.  Grandson Harold (Abe) married Ida Christine Corbiere in Garden River in 1931.  Grandson Leonard 
(Jr.) was recorded in Garden River in the 1901 Census.  In 1924, he was married in Garden River, and his 
son was born there in 1925.  Granddaughter Lilly Lesage was born in Garden River around 1914.  In 1933, 
she married in Garden River. 

The Lesage-Schwink family had multiple Kinship Connections to other Verified Métis Family Lines that 
made up the Métis Community.  Root Ancestor Descendant Leonard (Sr.) married Mary Belleau, a 
Descendant in the Boissonneau Verified Métis Family Line (FL4001).  Leonard’s (Sr.) brother, Root 
Ancestor Descendant Harold Lesage, married into the same family when he wed Root Ancestor 
Descendant Charlotte Nolin (who was also of the Corbiere-Nolin Verified Métis Family Line, FL4020).  Root 
Ancestor Descendant Leonard (Jr.) Lesage married into the Corbiere-Nolin Verified Métis Family Line 
(FL4020), when he wed Root Ancestor Descendant Sarah Theresa McHale. Another of Leonard’s (Sr.) 
children, Lilly Lesage, married into the Boissoneau family (FL4001).  Lilly married Root Ancestor 
Descendant Boniface Sayer in 1933. Root Ancestor Descendant Frances Lesage’s marriage was witnessed 
by Sarah Theresa McHale of the Corbiere-Nolin Verified Métis Family Line (FL4020). 

This is a Verified Métis Family Line for the following reasons: 

• There is evidence that the Métis Root Ancestor and Root Ancestors Descendants in this family line 
were Documented Métis.  Many family members are identified in as Métis in the Historic Record 
(i.e. the 1901 Census which identifies many family members from multiple generations as either 
“Chippewa FB” or “Chippewa OB”, and an American census record which identified the Root 
Ancestor as “Hfb”). 

• There is evidence that the Métis Root Ancestor and Root Ancestor Descendants were in the Métis 
Community prior to Effective Control.   

• There is evidence that these Métis Root Ancestor Descendants had Kinship Connections to other 
Verified Métis Family Lines that made up the Métis Community through marriage, including the 
Boissonneau (FL4001) and Corbiere-Nolin (FL4020) Verified Métis Family Lines.   

• Through the Historic Records contained in the Supporting Documents, there is evidence that the 
Métis Root Ancestor and Root Ancestor Descendants had an ongoing presence in the Métis 
Community for successive generations (between the Métis Root Ancestors and their Descendants, 
this documented presence spanned over 100 years).  

• This Verified Métis Family Line continues to have an ongoing presence within this Métis 
Community today with many MNO citizens ancestrally connecting to the identified Métis Root 
Ancestors. 



FOR MNO INTERNAL USE ONLY 

3 
March 31, 2017 Version (Updated August 2017) 

3 Background on Verified Métis Family Line  
Eustashe Lesage, Métis Root Ancestor of the Lesage-Schwink Verified Métis Family Line, was born in Sault 
Ste. Marie circa 1833.2 Between 1863 and 1870, Eustashe and his wife Melinda Schwink moved back and 
forth between Sugar Island, Michigan and Garden River, Algoma, Ontario3, eventually settling 
permanently in Garden River.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
2 FL4021 Verified Métis Family Line Document Collection (hereafter FL4021), pages 2, 4, 5 and 38. 
3 FL4021, pages 2, 4, 16 and 23. 
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4 Genealogy Chart 

 

For a full Verified Métis Family Line Genealogical Chart see Appendix A. 
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5 Relevant References in Historic Record 
Eustashe Lesage (Métis Root Ancestor). Eustashe Lesage, a Documented Métis, was born in Sault Ste. 
Marie around 1833.4 Sometime before 18635, Eustashe married Melinda Schwink, who was born in 
Ontario in approximately 1838.6 Their eldest known child, Mary Ann (or Minnie), was born in Sugar Island, 
Michigan in 1863.7 Between 1863 and approximately 1870, Eustashe and Melinda moved back and forth 
between Sugar Island and Garden River, Ontario, and had at least five more children: Temperance 
Euphemia, born 1865 in Garden River; Elizabeth, born 1865 in Garden River; Roland, born 1867 in Garden 
River; Jacob (John), born 1869 in Sugar Island; and Leonard, born 1870 in Garden River).8 Their remaining 
eight known children (Melinda Evelyn, Eugena, William, Absolom, Allan, Albert, Almer and Harold9) are 
listed in census records as having been born in Ontario between 1871 and 1882.10 Eustashe was 
enumerated in the 1870 United States Federal Census of Sugar Island Township as “HfB” (Half breed), 
which was crossed out and “Ind” (Indian) was written above it.11 In the 1901 Census of Canada in Garden 
River, Algoma, he was enumerated as “Chippewa FB” (French breed).12 Eustashe died in Algoma in 1922.13 

Leonard Lesage (son of Métis Root Ancestor). Eustashe’s son Leonard, a Documented Métis, was born in 
Garden River, Ontario around 1870.14 He married Sarah Kay in St. Ignace, Mackinac, Michigan in 1891.15 
Leonard and Sarah had three children – Edith (born 1892 in Michigan), Mary Eva (born 1898 in Garden 
River or Michigan), and Leonard (born 1900 in Iron Mountain, Michigan) – before Sarah’s death in early 
1901.16 Leonard moved back to Garden River in 1901. He was enumerated in the 1901 Census of Canada 
in Garden River, Algoma as “Chippewa FB” (French breed), and Edith, Mary Eva and Leonard (Jr.) were 
enumerated as “Chippewa OB” (Other breed).17 In 1902 in Garden River, Leonard married Mary Belleau, 
a Documented Métis of the Boissonneau Verified Métis Family Line (FL4001).18 They had eight known 
children: Emma Lucy, Frances, Maurice James, Philemon, Helene, Catherine, Lilly and Muriel Pauline.19 
After Mary’s death, Leonard married Mary Ann Clark in Garden River, in October 1924.20  

Several of Leonard’s children, including Edith, Mary Eva, Leonard, Emma Lucy, Frances, Philemon, 
Catherine, Lilly and Muriel remained in the Garden River area into the 1920s.21 In 1924 in Garden River, 

                                                           
4 FL4021, pages 2, 4, 5 and 38. 
5 Based on the year of their eldest child’s birth. FL4021, page 16. 
6 FL4021, pages 1, 2, 4 and 5. 
7 FL4021, page 16. 
8 FL4021, pages 2, 4 and 23. 
9 The 1901 Census shows a George Lesage, grandson, living in Eustache and Melinda’s household, along with 
Leonard Lesage and his children Edith, Mary Eva and Leonard. Leonard’s wife Sarah Kay’s death certificate (FL4021, 
page 17) notes that she had three children when she died in 1901, so George does not appear to have been 
Leonard and Sarah’s son. Research conducted to-date has not confirmed who George’s parents were. 
10 FL4021, pages 4-6, 23 and 24. 
11 FL4021, page 2. 
12 FL4021, page 10. 
13 FL4021, page 38. 
14 FL4021, pages 4, 5, 10, 14, 19 and 35. 
15 FL4021, pages 19 and 25. 
16 FL4021, pages 9, 10, 15, 17, 18, 37 and 39. 
17 FL4021, page 10. 
18 FL4021, pages 11, 25 and 43. 
19 FL4021, pages 25, 31, 32, 33 and 34. 
20 FL4021, page 41. 
21 FL4021, pages 14, 40, 46, 47 and 50. 
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Philemon witnessed the marriage of her brother Leonard (Jr.) to Sarah Theresa McHale of the Corbiere-
Nolin Verified Métis Family Line (FL4020).22 Leonard (Sr.) died in Sault Ste. Marie in 1934.23 

Harold Lesage (son of Métis Root Ancestor). Eustashe’s son Harold was born in Ontario in 1882.24 In 1902 
in Garden River, he married Charlotte Nolin, of the Boissonneau and Corbiere-Nolin Verified Métis Family 
Lines (FL4001 and FL4020, respectively).25 Harold and Charlotte had two known children, Marguerite and 
Harold (Abe).26 Harold (Abe) remained in the Garden River area through the 1920s, and married Ida 
Christine Corbiere in Garden River in 1931.27 

Leonard Lesage (grandson of Métis Root Ancestor). Eustashe’s grandson Leonard (son of Leonard 
Lesage), a Documented Métis, was born in Michigan in 1901.28 He was enumerated in the 1901 Census of 
Canada in Garden River, Algoma as “Chippewa OB” (Other breed).29 In 1924 in Garden River, Leonard 
married Sarah Theresa McHale, of the Corbiere-Nolin Verified Métis Family Line (FL4020).30 

Frances Lesage (granddaughter of Métis Root Ancestor). Eustashe’s granddaughter Frances (daughter of 
Leonard Lesage) was born in Garden River around 1907.31 In 1924 in Garden River, her marriage to John 
Kobeosse was witnessed by Sarah Theresa McHale of the Corbiere-Nolin Verified Métis Family Line 
(FL4020).32 

Lilly Lesage (granddaughter of Métis Root Ancestor). Eustashe’s granddaughter Lilly (daughter of Leonard 
Lesage) was born in Garden River around 1914.33 In 1933 in Garden River, she married Boniface Sayer, of 
the Boissonneau Verified Métis Family Line (FL4001).34 

  

                                                           
22 FL4021, page 39. 
23 FL4021, page 35. 
24 FL4021, pages 23 and 24. 
25 FL4021, page 24. 
26 FL4021, pages 24 and 27. 
27 FL4021, pages 24, 27 and 28. 
28 FL4021, pages 10, 14 and 39. 
29 FL4021, page 10. 
30 FL4021, pages 26 and 39. 
31 FL4021, pages 25 and 40.  
32 FL4021, pages 40. 
33 FL4021, pages 14 and 47. 
34 FL4021, page 47. 
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6 Connections to Other Métis Families 
This diagram shows the connections between the Lesage-Schwink, Boissonneau (FL4001), and 

Corbiere-Nolin (FL4020) Verified Métis Family Lines. 

 

7 Ethnicity Chart 
Name Ethnicity Year / Document 

Eustashe Lesage (Métis Root 
Ancestor) 

HfB crossed out, replaced 
with Indian 

1870 United States Federal Census 

 French 1881 Census of Canada 

 Chippewa FB 1901 Census of Canada 

 Indian Death certificate, 25 May 1922 

Leonard Lesage (son of Métis 
Root Ancestor) 

German 1881 Census of Canada 

 Chip FB 1901 Census of Canada 
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Name Ethnicity Year / Document 

 Indian 1921 Census of Canada 

 Indian Death certificate, 23 May 1934 

Edith Mary Lesage 
(granddaughter of Métis Root 
Ancestor) 

Chip OB 1901 Census of Canada 

 Indian 1921 Census of Canada 

Mary Eva Lesage 
(granddaughter of Métis Root 
Ancestor) 

Chip OB 1901 Census of Canada 

Leonard Lesage (grandson of 
Métis Root Ancestor) 

Chip OB 1901 Census of Canada 

 Indian 1921 Census of Canada 

George Lesage (grandson of 
Métis Root Ancestor) 

Chip OB 1901 Census of Canada, Garden River, 
Ontario 

8 Timeline of Important Events 
Year Event 

1833 Root Ancestor Eustashe Lesage is born in Sault Ste. Marie 

1850 Effective Control Date 

1863 Root Ancestor Descendant Mary Ann (Minnie) Lesage is born in Sugar Island, 
Michigan 

1870 Root Ancestor Descendant Leonard Lesage is born in Michigan 

1901 The Root Ancestor and multiple Root Ancestor Descendants from two generations 
are identified on the Census of Canada in Garden River 

1902 Root Ancestor Descendant Leonard Lesage marries Mary Belleau of the 
Boissonneau Verified Métis Family Line (FL4001) in Garden River 

1902 Root Ancestor Descendant Harold Lesage marries Charlotte Nolin of the 
Boissonneau Verified Métis Family Line (FL4001) in Garden River 

1914 Root Ancestor Descendant Lilly Lesage is born in Garden River 

1921 Root Ancestor Descendant Leonard Lesage is recorded in Garden River on the 1921 
Census of Canada. Numerous other Root Ancestors Descendants from two 
generations are also identified in Garden River on the Census.  

1922 Root Ancestor Eustashe Lesage dies in Algoma 

1924 Root Ancestor Descendant Leonard (Jr.) Lesage marries Sarah Theresa McHale of 
the Corbiere-Nolin Verified Métis Family Line (FL4020) in Garden River 
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Year Event 

  

1931 Root Ancestor Descendant Harold (Abe) Lesage marries Ida Christine Corbiere in 
Garden River 

1933 Root Ancestor Descendant Lilly Lesage marries Boniface Sayer of the Boissonneau 
Verified Métis Family Line (FL4001) in Garden River 

1934 Leonard Lesage dies in Sault Ste. Marie 

9  Historic Reports and Sources Cited 
1851 Census of Canada; Library and Archives Canada (LAC), RG31, Reel C-11723. 

1870 United States Federal Census; Family History Library (FHL), RG31, Reel M593-669. 

1881 Census of Canada; LAC, RG31, Reel C-13282. 

1891 Census of Canada; LAC, RG31, Reel T-6323. 

1900 Census of Canada; LAC, RG31, Reel 707. 

1900 United States Federal Census; FHL, RG29, Reel 709. 

1901 Census of Canada; LAC, RG31, Reel T-6457. 

1910 United States Federal Census; FHL, RG29, Reel T624-641. 

1921 Census of Canada; LAC, RG31, Folder 49. 

"Baptism Certificate for Mary Eva Lesage" certificate; 26-03-1903. Copy in possession of Métis Nation of 
Ontario's Registry. 

Border Crossings: From Canada to U.S., 1895-1956; National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA), RG85, Microfilm M1464. 

Michigan, Death Records, 1867-1950; Michigan Department of Community Health, Division for Vital 
Records and Health Statistics, 1888 Delta - 1907 Houghton.  

Michigan, Death Records, 1867-1950; Michigan Department of Community Health, Division for Vital 
Records and Health Statistics, 1920 Cheboygan - 1941 Chippewa. 
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Ontario, Canada, Deaths, 1869-1938, 1943, and Death Overseas, 1939-1947; AO, MS 935, Reel 286. 

Ontario, Canada, Deaths, 1869-1938, 1943, and Death Overseas, 1939-1947; AO, MS 935, Reel 436. 

Ontario, Canada, Deaths, 1869-1938, 1943, and Death Overseas, 1939-1947; AO, MS 935, Reel 481. 

Ontario, Canada, Deaths, 1869-1938, 1943, and Death Overseas, 1939-1947; AO, RG 80-08-2356. 
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10 Approval by MNO Registry 
This document and its supporting materials has been reviewed by the MNO Registrar and is approved as 
a Verified Métis Family Line for the Historic Métis Community of Sault Ste. Marie on March 31, 2017. 

 

 _________________________________ 

Jane Brennan, MNO Registrar 
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