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VERIFIED MEÉ TIS FAMILY LINE ASSESSMENT DOCUMENT 

LABATTE (FL7018) 

1 Overview of this Document  
This Verified Métis Family Line Assessment Document, along with others, have been prepared by the MNO 
Registry in order to identify Métis families who were a part of Historic Métis Communities in Ontario.1  
These communities existed in some parts of Ontario where distinctive Métis collectivities who, in addition 
to their mixed Aboriginal ancestry, developed their own customs, way of life, and recognizable group 
identity separate from their First Nation and European forebearers, prior to the Crown effecting political 
and legal control in a given region. 

The MNO represents various regional rights-bearing Métis communities throughout Ontario; these 
communities consist of the Descendants of the Métis Root Ancestors who made up Historic Métis 
Communities.  Based on the Descendants of these Métis Root Ancestors applying for citizenship within 
the MNO, the MNO is authorized—through democratic governance structures at the local, regional and 
provincial levels—to represent the collectively-held rights, interests and claims of these modern-day 
Métis communities. 

Flowing from this authorization, the MNO has adopted a Harvesting Policy to manage the activities of 
Métis harvesters in Ontario.  This Policy provides that an MNO citizen who ancestrally connects to a Métis 
Root Ancestor is eligible for an MNO Harvester’s Card for the identified Traditional Harvesting Territories 
(also known as Harvesting Areas) that corresponds to the Historic Métis Community to which the citizen’s 
Root Ancestor belonged.  To fully understand what is required in order to be issued a Harvester’s Card, 
this Verified Métis Family Line Assessment Document must be read with the MNO Registry Policy for 
Identifying and Documenting Verified Métis Family Lines for the Purposes of Issuing Harvesters Certificates 
to Citizens (“MNO Harvesters Certificate Policy”). 

2 Rationale for Inclusion as Verified Métis Family Line  
The Labatte family was part of the Historic Métis Community of Georgian Bay (the “Métis Community”).  

The Métis Root Ancestors for this Verified Métis Family Line are Louis George Labatte and his second wife 
Julia Frances Grouette.  Both were Documented Métis. Louis signs the petition of Penetanguishene “half 
Breeds” seeking benefits from the Governor General in 1840, and Julia was recorded as a “Half-breed” in 
the 1901 Drummond Island narrative of Antoine Labatte. Included on the petition are the names of many 
other Verified Métis Family Lines: Longlade (FL7024), Labatte (FL7018), Trudeau-Papanaatyhianencoe 
(FL7026), Vasseur-Longlade (FL7013) and Payette-Lavallee (FL7011).  In addition, numerous Root Ancestor 
Descendants, including the children, grand-children, great-grandchildren, and great-great-grandchildren 

                                                           
1 This document has been created for MNO internal use only.  It should not be used for other purposes without the 
express written authorization of the MNO. 
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of the Root Ancestors, were enumerated as “F.B.” (French breed) or “French B.” on the 1901 Census of 
Canada. 

The Labatte family moved from Drummond Island to Tiny in 1827.  This places them in the Métis 
Community over 30 years prior to Effective Control.  

The Historic Records demonstrate that the Root Ancestors and their Descendants spent their lives in the 
Métis Community, as they are repeatedly documented there. In 1833, Root Ancestor Descendant Michael 
Labatte (a son of the Root Ancestors), helped to build Ste. Anne’s Church in Penetanguishene.  Michael 
married in Penetanguishene in 1845, and the couple had 11 known children. Michael was a guide and a 
mail carrier; in this role, he travelled frequently back and forth to Sault Ste. Marie.  Michael signed both 
the 1840 petition of Penetanguishene “half Breeds”, and also the 1850 Petition of Sault Ste. Marie Métis.  
Most of his children were born in Penetanguishene. One of Michael’s children, Alfred Francis, married in 
Penetanguishene in in 1881, and had one known child born in Victoria Harbor around 1882. Alfred was 
enumerated in 1901 in Tay. Another son of Michael, also named Michael, married in Penetanguishene in 
1875, and was enumerated with his daughter in 1901 near Parry Sound. 

Another son of the Root Ancestors, Antoine Labatte, married in 1855 in Penetanguishene, and married 
for a second time in Lafontaine (Tiny Township) in 1865.  He had six known children with his second wife 
between 1866 and 1882, all born in either Lafontaine or Tiny. 

Numerous grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren were recorded in various 
locations in the Métis Community, including Penetanguishene, Tiny, Lafontaine, Port Severn, Parry Sound 
area (including Wallbridge and Brown, and Byng Inlet) and Tay Township (Victoria Harbour and Tay).   

The Root Ancestor Descendants had extensive Kinship Connections to other Verified Métis Family Lines 
that made up the Métis Community. Descendants in the Labatte family married into the Delaronde 
(FL7004), Vasseur-Longlade (FL7013), Tchimanens (FL5015), Laramee-Cloutier (FL7014), Berger-Beaudoin 
(FL7015), Dusome-Clermont (FL7023), Chevrette-Souliere (FL7025), St. Onge (FL7020), and Gendron-
Hallio (FL7003) Verified Métis Family Lines. Descendants in the Labatte family witnessed important life 
events of other Verified Métis Family Lines, or had important events in their lives witnessed by 
Descendants in those families, or were witnesses in return, such as the Dusome-Clermont (FL7023), 
Laramee-Cloutier (FL7014), Brissette-L’Hirondelle (FL7001), Berger-Beaudoin (FL7015), Solomon (FL7027), 
Sayer (FL4014), Cadotte (FL4002) and Chevrette-Souliere (FL7025) Verified Métis Family Lines.  In addition, 
the Labatte family had godparenting relationships with other Verified Métis Family Lines. Root Ancestor 
Descendant Antoine Francis Xavier’s godfather was Godfrey Boyer, the husband of Ester Perrault of the 
Perrault Verified Métis Family Line (FL7012), and Root Ancestor Descendant Marie Albina Duquette’s 
godfather was Napoleon Belcourt, the husband of Odile Chevrette of the Chevrette-Souliere Verified 
Métis Family Line (FL7025).  

This is a Verified Métis Family Line for the following reasons: 

• There is evidence that the Métis Root Ancestors and Root Ancestors Descendants in this family 
line were Documented Métis, through the 1840 Petition of Penetanguishene “half Breeds,” the 
Sault Ste. Marie Métis Petition, the Drummond Island Narrative of Antoine Labatte, and the 1901 
Census of Canada.    

• There is evidence that the Métis Root Ancestors and Root Ancestor Descendants were in the Métis 
Community prior to Effective Control.   

• There is evidence that these Métis Root Ancestor Descendants had Kinship Connections to at least 
thirteen other Verified Métis Family Lines through marriage, witnessing, and godparenting 
relationships.  
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• Through the Historic Records contained in the Supporting Documents, there is evidence that the 
Métis Root Ancestors and Root Ancestor Descendants had an ongoing presence in the Métis 
Community for successive generations (between the Métis Root Ancestors and their Descendants, 
this documented presence spanned about 100 years).  

• This Verified Métis Family Line continues to have an ongoing presence within this Métis 
Community today with many MNO citizens ancestrally connecting to the identified Métis Root 
Ancestors. 

3 Background on Verified Métis Family Line  
Louis George Labatte is a Métis Root Ancestor of this Verified Métis Family Line. Louis George and his first 
wife Louise Cadotte, a “Chippewa” woman, lived on Drummond Island in 1814 when they had their first 
son, Michael Labatte.2 Louis George and Louise had two more children together, Louise Labatte, and 
another son (name unknown).3 Louis George married his second wife, Métis Root Ancestor Julia Frances 
Grouette, a “half-breed”, in 1820 on Drummond Island.4 Louis George and Julia Frances had four known 
children born between 1824 and 1834: Antoine (born on Drummond Island), Catherine (born on 
Drummond Island), Ambroise (born in Lafontaine), and Dominique (born in Tiny).5  Louis George and has 
family settled in Tiny, Ontario in 1827.6   

  

                                                           
2 Labatte Verified Métis Family Line Document Collection (hereafter FL7018), pages 187-190. 
3 FL7018, pages 187-190, 205. The Drummond Island Narrative of Michael Labatte indicates that his family 
consisted of three children – himself, a brother, and a sister. Louise Labatte is noted on the List of Drummond 
Island Voyagers as the sister of Michael Labatte. No information was found regarding the name of second son born 
to Louis George Labatte and Louise Cadotte.  
4 FL7018, pages 4, 192-195. The 1861 Census of Canada indicates they Louis and Julia were married in 1820 and 
their son Antoine’s Drummond Island Narrative notes that they were living on Drummond Island during this 
period.  
5 FL7018, pages 4, 118. Lafontaine (Tiny Township) and Penetanguishene (Tiny Township) are neighbouring towns 
in the Georgian Bay area. 
6 FL7018, pages 192-195. 
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4 Genealogy Chart 

 

For a full Verified Métis Family Line Genealogical Chart see Appendix A. 
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5 Relevant References in Historic Record 
Louis George Labatte (Métis Root Ancestor). Louis George, a Documented Métis, was born around 1783 
in either Green Bay, Wisconsin or Lower Canada. 7 Louis George and his first wife Louise Cadotte, a 
“Chippewa” woman, lived on Drummond Island in 1814 when they had their first son, Michael Labatte.8 
Louis George and Louise had two more children together, Louise Labatte, and another son (name 
unknown).9  

Louis George married his second wife, Métis Root Ancestor Julia Frances Grouette, a “half-breed”, in 1820 
on Drummond Island.10 Louis George and Julia Frances had four known children born between 1824 and 
1834: Antoine (born on Drummond Island), Catherine (born on Drummond Island), Ambroise (born in 
Lafontaine), and Dominique (born in Tiny).11   

Louis George and his family moved from Drummond Island to Tiny, Ontario in 1827.12 In 1840 Louis George 
signed a petition of Penetanguishene “half breeds” requesting gifts from the Governor General.13 Also 
included on the petition are Root Ancestors and Descendants of the Longlade (FL7024), Trudeau-
Papanaatyhianencoe (FL7026), Payette-Levallee (FL7011), Vasseur-Longlade (FL7013) and St. Onge 
(FL7020) Verified Métis Family Lines, as well as his son Michael and son-in-law Pierre Blette. Louis George 
and Julia Frances were enumerated in the 1861 Census of Canada for Tiny and Tay, Simcoe, where Louis 
George was recorded as a fisherman.14 Louis George died in Thunder Bay, Tiny, Ontario in 1872.15  

Julia Frances Grouette (Métis Root Ancestor). Julia, a Documented Métis, was born around 1791 in 
Wisconsin.16 She was referred to as a “half-breed” by her son Antoine in his Drummond Island Narrative.17 
Julia and Métis Root Ancestor Louis George Labatte were married in 1820 on Drummond Island.18 She 
died in 1863 in Lafontaine.19  

Michael Labatte (son of Métis Root Ancestor). Louis George Labatte and Louise Cadotte’s son Michael, a 
Documented Métis, was born in 1814 in Sault Ste Marie, Michigan, while his mother was visiting from 
Drummond Island.20 In 1827 Michael moved with his family from Drummond Island to Tiny, Ontario.21 In 
1833 Michael helped build the Ste Anne’s Church in Penetanguishene.22 In 1838 Michael appears on a 

                                                           
7 FL7018, pages 4, 8, 192-195. The Drummond Island Narrative of Antoine Labatte indicates that his father, Louis 
George Labatte was born in Lower Canada. The 1861 Census of Canada for Tiny and Tay Townships, Simcoe notes 
that Louis George Labatte was born in “Green Bay, US.”  
8 FL7018, pages 187-190. 
9 FL7018, pages 187-190, 205. The Drummond Island Narrative of Michael Labatte indicates that his family 
consisted of three children – himself, a brother, and a sister. Louise Labatte is noted on the List of Drummond 
Island Voyagers as the sister of Michael Labatte. Documents collected do not provide the name of a second son 
born to Louis George Labatte and Louise Cadotte.  
10 FL7018, pages 4, 192-195.  
11 FL7018, pages 4, 118.  
12 FL7018, pages 192-195. 
13 FL7018, pages 74-75.  
14 FL7018, page 4. Julia Frances Grouette appears as Francis Lebatt. 
15 FL7018, pages 192-195. Thunder Bay, Tiny, is a bay about 15 km northwest of Penetanguishene.  
16 FL7018, page 4.  
17 FL7018, page 192. 
18 FL7018, pages 4, 192-195.  
19 FL7018, page 192. 
20 FL7018, page 188. 
21 FL7018, pages 192-195. 
22 FL7018, page 177. 
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payee list for his services in the Simcoe Militia.23 Listed on the same page are descendants of the Vasseur-
Longlade (FL7013) and Payette-Lavallee (FL7011) Verified Métis Family Lines.24  

Michael married Archange Berger in 1845 in Penetanguishene.25 Their marriage was witnessed by James 
Solomon, of the Solomon Verified Métis Line (FL7027).26  

In his Drummond Island narrative, recorded by A. C. Osbourne, Michael indicates that he travelled to Sault 
Ste. Marie from Penetanguishene on many occasions as a guide and mail carrier.27 In 1847 in Sault Ste. 
Marie, he witnessed the marriage of Michel Toussaint Sayer of the Sayer Verified Métis Family Line 
(FL4014) and Marguerite Biron of the Cadotte Verified Métis Family Line (FL4002).28 Michael signed the 
1850 Petition of Sault Ste. Marie Métis.29 The petition was signed by Root Ancestors and Descendant of 
other Verified Métis Family Lines, including the Lesage-Legardes (FL4027), the Boissoneau (FL4001), the 
Perraults (FL7012), the Corbiere-Nolins (FL4020), Cadrants (FL4003), and the Sayers (FL4014). 

Michael and Archange had eleven known children born between 1849 and 1871: Michael (junior), Louise 
(born in Penetanguishene), Louis (born in Penetanguishene), Peter (born in Penetanguishene), Arconge 
(born in Penetanguishene), Alfred Francis (born in Penetanguishene), Charles (born in Penetanguishene), 
Mary M., Joseph, Josephine, and Albert John.30 Alexander Campbell Osborne described Michael as “…a 
typical French-Canadian voyageur…” and that “…the aboriginal element in his nature is most unmistakably 
marked.”31 Michael died in 1902 in Tay.32 

Louise Labatte (daughter of Métis Root Ancestor). Louis George Labatte and Louise Cadotte’s daughter 
Louise was born on Drummond Island at an unknown date.33 She married Documented Métis Pierre Blette 
at an unknown date and place.34 Louise and Pierre had one known daughter, Louise, born in 1837 in 
Penetanguishene.35 Pierre was enumerated as widowed in the 1861 Census of Canada for Tiny and Tay, 
Simcoe.36  

Antoine Labatte (son of Métis Root Ancestor). Louis George Labatte and Julia Frances Grouette’s son 
Antoine was born in 1824 on Drummond Island.37 Antoine claimed to have been “...three quarters French 
and one-quarter Indian blood.”38 In 1855 in Penetanguishene Antoine married Marie Cote.39 They had 

                                                           
23 FL7018, page 84. 
24 FL7018, page 84.  
25 FL7018, page 81.  
26 FL7018, page 81. 
27 FL7018, pages 187-190. 
28 FL7018, page 131. 
29 FL7018, pages 65, 70. 
30 FL7018, pages 1, 11, 19. Documents collected for Michael (junior), Mary M., Joseph, Josephine, and Albert John 
do not indicate a place of birth.  
31 FL7018, page 187. 
32 FL7018, page 133.  
33 FL7018, page 205. Louise Labatte is noted on the List of Drummond Island Voyagers as the sister of Michael 
Labatte. Michael and Louise’s father, Louis George, was still living on Drummond Island when he married his 
second wife (FL7018, page 192).  
34 FL7018, page 205.  
35 FL7018, pages 2, 76-77. 
36 FL7018, page 2. 
37 FL7018, pages 192-195.  
38 FL7018, pages 192-195. 
39 FL7018, page 79. 
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one known child, Marie Jeanne, born around 1857 in Tiny.40 In the 1861 Census of Canada for Tiny and 
Tay Townships, Simcoe, Antoine is enumerated as a fisherman and a widower.41 In 1865, in Lafontaine, 
Antoine married Mary Elizabeth Chretien.42 Antoine and Mary Elizabeth had nine known children born 
between 1866 and 1882: Francoise Rose (born in Lafontaine), Antoine Francois Xavier (born in Lafontaine), 
Lea Louise (born in Lafontaine), Louis (born in Penetanguishene), Ursule (born in Lafontaine), Lucy Ann 
(born in Tiny), Pierre Ambroise (born in Lafontaine), Milina (born in Lafontaine), and Elisabeth (born in 
Lafontaine).43 Antoine, a widower, and his children Pierre Ambrose and Elisabeth were enumerated in the 
1901 Census of Canada for Tiny, Simcoe.44 Antoine died in Tiny in 1904.45  

Catherine Labatte (daughter of Métis Root Ancestor). Louis George Labatte and Julia Frances Grouette’s 
daughter Catherine was born around 1826 on Drummond Island. 46 In 1861 in Penetanguishene she 
married Eusebe Duquette.47 They had one known child, Joseph Theodule Duquette, born around 1862 in 
Tiny.48 Catherine died in 1906 in Tiny.49 

Michael Labatte (grandson of Métis Root Ancestor). Michael Labatte and Archange Berger’s son Michael 
(junior), a Documented Métis, was born around 1849 in Penetanguishene.50 In 1875 in Penetanguishene 
Michael (junior) married Marie Vallee.51 Marie Vallee’s previous husband was Charles Vasseur Jr., of the 
Vasseur-Longlade Verified Métis Family Line (FL7013).52 Michael (junior), a labourer, and his daughter 
Celia were enumerated as “F.B.” (French breed) on the 1901 Census of Canada for Wallbridge and Brown, 
Muskoka and Parry Sound.53  

Alfred Francis Labatte (grandson of Métis Root Ancestor). Michael Labatte and Archange Berger’s son 
Alfred Francis, a Documented Métis, was born in 1858 in Penetanguishene.54 In 1881, in Penetanguishene 
Alfred married Documented Métis Elvige Messier.55 Witness to their marriage was Louis Solomon, of the 
Solomon Verified Métis Family Line (FL7027).56 Alfred and Elvige had one known child: Christina Labatte, 
born around 1882 in Victoria Harbour.57 Alfred and Elvina were enumerated in the 1901 Census of Canada 
for Tay, Simcoe as “French B” (French breed).58  

Alfred was widowed and married his second wife Marie Madeline Houle in 1917 in Midland.59  

                                                           
40 FL7018, pages 3, 116. 
41 FL7018, page 3. Documents collected for Mary Cote do not indicate when she died.  
42 FL7018, page 115. 
43 FL7018, pages 95, 102, 104, 105, 108, 109, 120, 138, 171. 
44 FL7018, page 36. 
45 FL7018, page 134. 
46 FL7018, pages 4, 87.  
47 FL7018, page 87. 
48 FL7018, page 117. 
49 FL7018, page 136. 
50 FL7018, pages 11, 19, 21, 33, 92.   
51 FL7018, page 92. 
52 FL7018, page 92. 
53 FL7018, page 33. Wallbridge is located approximately 40 km north of Parry Sound. 
54 FL7018, page 78. 
55 FL7018, page 93.  
56 FL7018, page 93. 
57 FL7018, pages 156-157. Victoria Harbour is located in Tay Township, about 20 km southeast of Penetanguishene 
on Georgian Bay. 
58 FL7018, page 40. 
59 FL7018, page 161. 
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Louise Blette (granddaughter of Métis Root Ancestor). Pierre Blette and Louise Labatte’s daughter Louise 
was born in 1837 in Penetanguishene.60 In 1854 in Penetanguishene she married Michel Boucher of the 
Delaronde Verified Métis Family Line (FL7004). 61  Louis and Michel had four known children born in 
Penetanguishene between 1855 and 1860: Louisa, Adelaide, Michel (junior), and Mary.62 In 1871 Adelaide 
was witness to the marriage of Madeleine Lacomb and Leon Dusome, of the Dusome-Clermont Verified 
Métis Family Line (FL7023).63 

Marie Jeanne Labatte (granddaughter of Métis Root Ancestor). Antoine Labatte and Marie Cote’s 
daughter Marie Jeanne was born around 1857 in Tiny. 64  In 1877 in Lafontaine she married Noel 
Lafreniere.65 Marie Jeanne and Noel had twelve known children, born between 1877 and 1898: Onesime, 
Maxime, Antoine, Ambrose, Louis, Eli Noerbert (born in Lafontaine), Elise, Alexina, Rose Delima, Edouard, 
Regis, and George.66 Marie Jeanne, Noel, and eleven of their twelve children were enumerated in the 
1901 Census of Canada for Tiny.67 In 1907 in Byng Inlet (Parry Sound), Marie Jeanne and Noel’s son 
Onesime married Ida Belanger, of the Vasseur-Longlade Verified Métis Family Line (FL7013).68  

Antoine Francois Xavier Labatte (grandson of Métis Root Ancestor). Antoine Labatte and Mary Elizabeth 
Chretien’s son Antoine Francois Xavier was born in 1867 in Lafontaine. 69  Antoine Francois Xavier’s 
godfather was Godfrey Boyer, the husband of Esther Perrault, of the Perrault Verified Métis Family Line 
(FL7012).70 In 1888 in Penetanguishene Antoine married his first wife, Delia Plouffe.71 Antoine’s first 
known child, Josephine, was born in 1889.72  

In 1898, in Lafontaine, Antoine married his second known wife, Odina Marcille.73 Antoine and Odina had 
six known children born between 1898 and 1910: Napoleon (born in Penetanguishene), Antoine (junior), 
Alphonse (born in Lafontaine), Elide (born in Laurin), Delia (born in Laurin), and Estelle (born in Laurin).74  

Antoine’s children had kinship connections to other Verified Métis Family Lines. In 1920, his son Napoleon 
married Catherine Bonhomme, of the Tchimanens Verified Métis Family Line (FL5015). 75 In 1927, in 
Lafontaine, his daughter Delia married Napoleon Lafrenier and their marriage was witnessed by Sophie 

                                                           
60 FL7018, pages 2, 76-77. 
61 FL7018, pages 76-77. 
62 FL7018, page 2. 
63 FL7018, page 89. 
64 FL7018, page 3. 
65 FL7018, page 116. 
66 FL7018, pages 14-15, 36, 110. Except for Eli Nortbert, documents collected for the children of Marie Jeanne 
Labatte and Noel Lafrenier do not indicate their place of birth. Eli’s place of birth is listed as “Ste Croix” on this 
record; this is the historic name of Lafontaine, as well as the name of its Parish.  
67 FL7018, page 36. Marie Jeanne and Noel’s son Maxime does not appear on this census record. Documents 
collected for Maxime do not indicate where his appearance in the 1881 Census of Canada. 
68 FL7018, page 151. 
69 FL7018, page 95. 
70 FL7018, page 95. 
71 FL7018, page 170. 
72 FL7018, page 36. Documents collected for Josephine Labatte do not specify where she was born or who her 
mother is. It is unknown when Delia Plouffe died, and Antoine’s next known marriage was nine years after 
Josephine was born.   
73 FL7018, page 121. Documents collected for Delia Plouffe do not specify when she died.  
74 FL7018, pages 36, 49, 126, 127, 128, 155. Laurin is located approximately 15 km northwest of Penetanguishene. 
Documents collected for Antoine (junior) do not indicate his place of birth. 
75 FL7018, page 155. 



FOR MNO INTERNAL USE ONLY 

9 
March 31, 2017 Version (Updated August 2017) 

Boucher, of the Laramee-Cloutier Verified Métis Family Line (FL7014). 76  In 1927, in Lafontaine, his 
daughter Estelle married Joseph Newton and their marriage was witnessed by Sophie Boucher, of the 
Laramee-Cloutier Verified Métis Family Line (FL7014).77 In 1928, in Lafontaine, his son Alphonse married 
Sophie Boucher, of the Laramee-Cloutier Verified Métis Family Line (FL7014).78 In 1932, in Lafontaine, his 
daughter Elide married Baptiste Contois, of the Laramee-Cloutier Verified Métis Family Line (FL7014).79 

Lea Louise Labatte (granddaughter of Métis Root Ancestor). Antoine Labatte and Mary Elizabeth 
Chretien’s daughter Lea Louise, a Documented Métis, was born in 1868 in Lafontaine. 80 In 1896, in 
Midland, Lea married Documented Métis Paul Berger, of the Verified Métis Family Lines Berger-Beaudoin 
(FL7015) and Dusome-Clermont (FL7023). The marriage was witnessed by Lea’s cousin Louise Labatte and 
Paul’s brother Joseph.81 Lea and Paul had six known children born between 1896 and 1913: Paul (Junior) 
(born in Victoria Harbour), James, Mary Elizabeth (born in Victoria Harbour), Daniel, Joseph Charlie (born 
in Victoria Harbour), and Albert.82 Lea, Paul and their children Paul (Junior), James, and Mary Elizabeth 
were enumerated in the 1901 Census of Canada for Tay, Simcoe as “F.B.” (French breed). 83  Also 
enumerated on this page of the census as “F.B.” (French breed) are Louis Messier, Angelique Gendron 
and their family, of the Gendron-Hallio Verified Métis Family Line (FL7003), as well as Paul’s uncle Philip 
Berger and his family, of the Berger-Beaudoin Verified Métis Family Line (FL7015).84  

Louis Labatte (grandson of Métis Root Ancestor). Antoine Labatte and Mary Elizabeth Chretien’s son 
Louis was born around 1870 in Penetanguishene.85 In 1888 in Lafontaine Louis married Jude Boucher, of 
the Laramee-Cloutier Verified Métis Family Line (FL7014).86 Louis died in 1902 in Simcoe.87 

Ursule Labatte (granddaughter of Métis Root Ancestor). Antoine Labatte and Mary Elizabeth Chretien’s 
daughter Ursule was born around 1872 in Lafontaine. 88 In 1896, in Lafontaine, Ursule married John 
Therien.89 This marriage was witnessed by Clemence Boucher, of the Laramee-Cloutier Verified Métis 
Family Line (FL7014).90  

Joseph Theodule Duquette (grandson of Métis Root Ancestor). Catherine Labatte and Eusebe Duquett’s 
son Joseph was born around 1862 in Tiny.91 In 1882, in Lafontaine, Joseph married Philomene Chevrette, 
a Descendant of the Verified Métis Family Lines Dusome-Clermont (FL7023) and Chevrette-Souliere 
(FL7025).92 Joseph and Philomene had nine known children born between 1883 and 1898: Anthime (born 
                                                           
76 FL7018, page 126. 
77 FL7018, page 126. 
78 FL7018, page 127. 
79 FL7018, page 132. 
80 FL7018, page 105. 
81 FL7018, page 146. 
82 FL7018, pages 41, 50, 62, 101, 142, 152. Documents collected for James, Daniel, and Albert do not specify their 
place of birth. 
83 FL7018, page 41. 
84 FL7018, page 41. The Berger families appear under the surname “Burgie”. Louis Messier and family appear with 
the surname Macey.  
85 FL7018, pages 8, 138, 158. The death record for Louis Labatte indicates that he was born in Penetanguishene, 
while his marriage record notes Lafontaine. Lafontaine is only about 15 km west of Penetanguishene.  
86 FL7018, page 158. 
87 FL7018, page 138. 
88 FL7018, pages 26, 120. 
89 FL7018, page 120. 
90 FL7018, page 120. 
91 FL7018, page 147. 
92 FL7018, page 117. 
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in Tiny), Delia (born in Lafontaine), Pierre (born in Tiny), Marieanne, Albert (born in Tiny), Joseph Celestine 
(born in Tiny), Alice (born in Tiny), Marie Albina (born in Tiny), and Charles.93  

In 1925 in Penetanguishene, Joseph, by then a widower, married Adelina Chevrette of the Chevrette-
Souliere Verified Métis Family Line (FL7025).94 

Christina Labatte (great-granddaughter of Métis Root Ancestor). Alfred Francis Labatte and Elvige 
Messier’s daughter Christina, a Documented Métis, was born around 1882 in Victoria Harbor.95 Christina 
married Documented Métis Theodule Julien Lamoureux, a Descendant in the Laramee-Cloutier Verified 
Métis Family Line (FL7014) in 1898 in Victoria Harbour.96 Christina and Theodule were enumerated in the 
1901 Census of Canada for Baxter, Muskoka and Parry Sound as “F.B.” (French breed).97 Also enumerated 
on this census record as “F.B.” (French breed) were Descendants of Verified Métis Family Lines Gendron-
Hallio (FL7003), Brissette-L’Hirondelle (FL7001), and Laramee-Cloutier (FL7014).98 In 1919 Christina and 
Theodule’s daughter Delima married Peter Woods in Midland.99 This marriage was witnessed by Christina 
Brissette of the Verified Métis Family Lines Brissette-L’Hirondelle (FL7001), Dusome-Clermont (FL7023), 
and Berger-Beaudoin (FL7015).100 

Louisa Boucher (great-granddaughter of Métis Root Ancestor). Louise Blette and Michel Boucher’s 
daughter Louisa, a Documented Métis, was born around 1855 in Penetanguishene. 101  In 1875 in 
Penetanguishene she married Documented Métis Louis Gendron, of the Verified Métis Family Lines 
Gendron-Hallio (FL7003) and Laramee-Cloutier (FL7014).102 Louisa and Louis had seven known children, 
born between 1877 and 1895: Louis (Junior), Adelia (born in Port Severn), Angus, Amy, Louisa (Junior) 
(Born in Port Severn), Agnes, and Josephine.103 Louis, Louise and their children (with the exception of Amy, 
who does not appear) were enumerated in the 1901 Census of Canada for Wallbridge and Brown, 
Muskoka and Parry Sound as “F.B” (French breed).104  

Anthime Duquette (great-grandson of Métis Root Ancestor). Joseph Theodule Duquette and Philomene 
Chevrette’s son Anthime was born around 1883 in Tiny.105 In 1907 in Lafontaine he married Rose Anna 
Laurin, a Descendant of the Chevrette-Souliere Verified Métis Family Line (FL7025).106 

Marieanne Duquette (great-granddaughter of Métis Root Ancestor). Marieanne was born in Ontario 
around 1888.107 In 1909 in Simcoe, Marieanne married Olivier Brasseur of the St. Onge Verified Métis 
Family Line (FL7020). The marriage was witnessed by Marieane’s brother Albert.108 

                                                           
93 FL7018, pages 27, 36, 110, 125, 164, 215-218. Documents collected for Marieanne and Charles do not specify 
their place of birth. 
94 FL7018, page 147. 
95 FL7018, page 156. 
96 FL7018, page 156. 
97 FL7018, page 34. Baxter is located about 80 km south of Penetanguishene. 
98 FL7018, page 34.  
99 FL7018, page 80. 
100 FL7018, page 80. 
101 FL7018, page 145. 
102 FL7018, page 145. 
103 FL7018, pages 22, 30, 140-141, 159. Documents collected for Louis (junior), Angus, Amy, Agnes, and Josephine 
do not specify their place of birth. 
104 FL7018, page 30. 
105 FL7018, page 164.  
106 FL7018, page 164. 
107 FL7018, page 36. 
108 FL7018, page 219. 
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Marie Albina Duquette (great-granddaughter of Métis Root Ancestor). Joseph Theodule Duquette and 
Philomene Chevrette’s daughter Marie Albina was born in 1896 in Tiny.109 Marie Albina’s godfather was 
Napoleon Belcourt, the husband of Odile Chevrette of the Chevrette-Souliere Verified Métis Family Line 
(FL7025). 110  In 1911 in Tiny Marie Albina was a witness to the marriage of Herbert Langdon and 
Marguerite Chevrette, of the Chevrette-Souliere Verified Métis Family Line (FL7025).111  

Louisa Gendron (great-great-granddaughter of Métis Root Ancestor). Louisa Boucher and Louis 
Gendron’s daughter Louisa, a Documented Métis, was born around 1887 in Port Severn.112 In 1905, in 
Byng Inlet (Parry Sound), Louisa married Julien Belanger, of the Vasseur-Longlade Verified Métis Family 
Line (FL7013).113 Louisa and Julien had two known children, Adelande and Julia Belanger, born in 1906 
and 1909, respectively.114  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
109 FL7018, page 216. 
110 FL7018, page 216. 
111 FL7018, page 123.  
112 FL7018, page 159. 
113 FL7018, page 159. 
114 FL7018, page 44. Documents collected for Adelande and Julia do not specify their place of birth. 
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6 Connections to Other Métis Families 
This diagram shows the connections between the Labatte, Solomon (FL7027), Tchimanens 

(FL5015), Cadotte (FL4002), Sayer (FL4014), St. Onge (FL7020), Brissette-L’Hirondelle (FL7001), 
Gendron-Hallio (FL7003), Delaronde (FL7004), Vasseur-Longlade (FL7013), Laramee-Cloutier 

(FL7014), Berger-Beaudoin (FL7015), Dusome-Clermont (FL7023), and Chevrette-Souliere 
(FL7025) Verified Métis Family Lines. 

 

For a full Verified Métis Family Line Relationship Chart see Appendix B. 
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7 Ethnicity Chart 
Name Ethnicity Year / Document 

Louis George Labatte (Métis Root Ancestor) Half-breed Petition of “half Breeds 
residing at the Town of 
Penetanguishene.” 

 French 1871 Census of Canada 

Julia Frances Grouette Half-breed 1901 Drummond Island 
Narrative of Antoine Labatte 

Michael Labatte (son of Métis Root Ancestor) Half-breed Petition of “half Breeds 
residing at the Town of 
Penetanguishene.” 

 French 1871 Census of Canada 

 French 1881 Census of Canada 

Michael Labatte (grandson of Métis Root Ancestor) French 1871 Census of Canada 

 French 1881 Census of Canada 

 F.B. 1901 Census of Canada 

Alfred Francis Labatte (grandson of Métis Root 
Ancestor) 

French 1871 Census of Canada 

 French 1881 Census of Canada 

 French B 1901 Census of Canada 

Lea Louise Labatte (granddaughter of Métis Root 
Ancestor) 

French 1871 Census of Canada 

 F.B. 1901 Census of Canada 

 French 1911 Census of Canada 

 French 1921 Census of Canada 

Celia Labatte (great-granddaughter of Métis Root 
Ancestor) 

F.B. 1901 Census of Canada 

Christina Labatte (great-granddaughter of Métis Root 
Ancestor) 

F.B. 1901 Census of Canada 

Louisa Boucher (great-granddaughter of Métis Root 
Ancestor) 

F.B. 1901 Census of Canada 

Paul Burgie (great-grandson of Métis Root Ancestor) F.B. 1901 Census of Canada 

 French 1911 Census of Canada 

 French 1921 Census of Canada 
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Name Ethnicity Year / Document 

James Burgie (great-grandson of Métis Root 
Ancestor) 

F.B. 1901 Census of Canada 

 French 1911 Census of Canada 

Mary Elizabeth Burgie (great-granddaughter of Métis 
Root Ancestor) 

F.B. 1901 Census of Canada 

 French 1911 Census of Canada 

 English 1921 Census of Canada 

Louis Gendron (great-great-grandson of Métis Root 
Ancestor) 

F.B. 1901 Census of Canada 

Adelia Gendron (great-great-granddaughter of Métis 
Root Ancestor) 

F.B. 1901 Census of Canada 

Angus Gendron (great-great-grandson of Métis Root 
Ancestor) 

F.B. 1901 Census of Canada 

Louisa Gendron (great-great-granddaughter of Métis 
Root Ancestor) 

F.B. 1901 Census of Canada 

 French 1911 Census of Canada 

Agnes M Gendron (great-great-granddaughter of 
Métis Root Ancestor) 

F.B. 1901 Census of Canada 

Josephine Gendron (great-great-granddaughter of 
Métis Root Ancestor) 

F.B. 1901 Census of Canada 

8 Timeline of Important Events 
Year Event 

1827 Root Ancestors Louis George Labatte, Julia Frances Grouette and family settle in 
Tiny 

1833 Root Ancestor Descendant Michael Labatte helps to build the Ste. Anne Church in 
Penetanguishene 

1840 Root ancestor Louis George Labatte, and his son Michael are signatory to the 
Petition of “half Breeds residing at the Town of Penetanguishene.” 

1849 Root Ancestor Descendant Michael (junior) Labatte is born in Penetanguishene 

1854 Root Ancestor Descendant Louise Blette marries Michel Boucher of the Delaronde 
Verified Métis Family Line (FL7004) in Penetanguishene 

1855 Root Ancestor Descendant Louisa Boucher is born in Penetanguishene 

1860 Effective Control 
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Year Event 

1867 Root Ancestor Descendant Antoine Francois Xavier Labatte is born in Lafontaine 

1872 Root Ancestor Louis George Labatte dies in Thunder Bay, Tiny, Ontario 

1871 Root Ancestor Descendant Adelaide Blette witnesses the wedding of Leon Dusome 
of the Dusome-Clermont Verified Métis Family Line (FL7023) 

1875 Root Ancestor Descendant Louisa Boucher marries Documented Métis Louis 
Gendron in Penetanguishene of the Gendron-Hallio (FL7003) and Laramee-Cloutier 
(FL7014) Verified Métis Family Lines 

1882 Root Ancestor Descendant Joseph Theodule Duquette marries Philomene 
Chevrette of the Dusome-Clermont (FL7023) and Chevrette-Souliere (FL7025) 
Verified Métis Family Lines 

1888 Root Ancestor Descendant Louis Labatte marries Jude Boucher in Lafontaine 

1901 Root Ancestor Descendant Lea Louise Labatte and her family, as well as 
Descendant Alfred Francis Labatte are enumerated in the Census of Canada for 
Tay, Simcoe as “F.B.” (French breed) 

Root Ancestor Descendant Michael Labatte is enumerated with his daughter on 
the Census for Wallbridge and Brown, Muskoka and Parry Sound as “F.B.” 

Root Ancestor Descendant Marie Jeanne Labatte is enumerated with eleven of her 
children in Tiny 

Root Ancestor Descendant Louisa Boucher and her family are enumerated in 
Wallbridge and Brown, Muskoka and Parry Sound as “F.B.” 

1904 Root Ancestor Descendant Antoine Labatte dies in Tiny 

1905 Root Ancestor Descendant Louisa Gendron marries Julien Belanger in Byng Inlet 

1907 Root Ancestor Descendant Onesime Labatte marries Ida Belanger of the Vasseur-
Longlade Verified Métis Family Line (FL7013) in Byng Inlet 

Root Ancestor Descendant Anthime Duquette marries Rose Anna Laurin of the 
Chevrette-Souliere Verified Métis Family Line (FL7025) 

1911 Root Ancestor Descendant Lea Louise Labatte and her family are enumerated in 
the Census of Canada for Victoria Harbor 

Root Ancestor Descendant Marie Albina Duquette witnessed the marriage of 
Margaret Chevrette of the Chevrette-Souliere Verified Métis Family Line (FL7025) 
in Tiny 

1919 Root Ancestor Descendant Delima Labatte marries in Midland.  Her marriage is 
witnessed by Christine Brissette of the Brissette-L’Hirondelle (FL7001), Dusome-
Clermont (FL7023) and Berger-Beaudoin (FL7015) Verified Métis Family Lines 

1925 Root Ancestor Descendant Joseph Theodule Duquette marries Adelina Chevrette in 
Penetanguishene, of the Chevrette-Souliere Verified Métis Family Line (FL7025) 
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Year Event 

1927 Root Ancestor Delia Labatte marries Napoleon Lafreniere; their wedding is 
witnessed by Sophie Boucher of the Laramee-Cloutier Verified Métis Family Line 
(FL7014) 

1928 Root Ancestor Descendant Alphonse Labatte marries Sophie Boucher in 
Lafontaine, of the Laramee-Cloutier Verified Métis Family Line (FL7014) 

1932 Root Ancestor Descendant Elide Labatte marries Baptiste Contois of the Laramee-
Cloutier Verified Métis Family Line (FL7014) in Lafontaine 
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Michel Boucher son of Pierre Boucher and Julie Laronde 

was married to 

Louise Belette daughter of Pierre Blette and Louise Labatte 

Date of Marriage February 21, 1854 

Officiating Priest Rev. J.B. Proulx 

~... Ll,:L. t7ett£'u;')Rev~.________________~~~_____________________ 

Penetanguishene, Ontario July 26,2013 
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Certificate ofMarriage 


Michel Boucher 

son of 

Pierre and Julia Boucher 

and 

Louise Belette 

daughter of 

Pierre and Louise Belette 

were Married according to the Rite ofthe Roman Catholic Church 

on Febrnary 21, 1854 

at St Ann's Parish, Penetanguishene, Ontario 

Witnesses: Louis Gendron Hippolite Bricette 

Celebrant: J.B. Proulx 

I certify that this is a true copy from the Marriage Register of this Church. 


Dated this ___/~'71----- , in the year ofour Lord 
/1 -.day of Jw~ 

Seal of Parish 
Priest 
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OLD PENETANGUISHENE

Sketches of its Pioneer, Naval and Military Days.

By A. C. OSBORNE.

CHAPTER X.

THE FUR TRADE.

As already shown, the primary aim in projecting the

Military road and in building Penetan^uishene Post, was
mainly the improvement of the routes of the fur trade, coupl
ed with Military and Naval defence and the needs of trans

portation, settlement being a secondary consideration. The
story of the inception and development of the Post, its place
in the Military and Naval scheme, has been recounted in the

preceding pages. Simultaneously, with the Military con

structions, attention was directed to fostering the fur trade
and promoting its interests. Depots and storehouses were
erected to facilitate the diversion from former fur routes, turn

ing the current of trade thitherward, and soon the new station

assumed its share in the traffic, which, in the same region, had
its infancy nearly two centuries before.

The facts of history point unmistakably to the home of

the ancient Huron as the cradle of the fur trade of the Cana
dian west, beginning with the first Huron fur fleet that reach
ed Quebec. Within sight of Gloucester and Christendom

Bays on the borderlands of the Huron, was planted, long ago,
the germ of the western fur trade, co-incident with pioneer
French missions, almost a necessary adjunct, soon passing
its original bounds and gradually encircling these inland
waters. These shores witnessed its rise and progress, and
here were passed those stages of expansion and development
which marked its subsequent operations ;

and from which
region it spread rapidly in all directions over a large part of
the west, ultimately reaching the Rocky Mountains and the
Pacific coast. This profitable industry has continued in

Penetanguishene with fluctuations to the present time, for we
have our fur dealers still with us.

Apart from the first descent of the Hurons to Quebec to

trade, actual barter in furs began in the Huron country very
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their son, George Clarke, who died in 1895, ae. 67 yrs., who
will be remembered by many as Collector of H.M. Customs
for several years here.

Beyond them is the monument of Robt. Hark, a veteran
of 90 years, and 4 months, who died in 1897, the first mason
and bricklayer brought to the Garrison. Such are a few of
the mortuary references which stamp with historic value the
records of old St. James church-yard.

CHAPTER XX.

STE. ANNE S MEMORIAL CHURCH AND CEMETERY.

The first Ste. Anne s Roman Catholic Church was erected
in 1832, mainly through the instrumentality of Dedine Revol
and Rev. Father Dempsey, missionary, and was the pioneer
church of the &quot;Rolling Sands&quot; since its records reach back
to 1835, thus antedating the Anglican St. James Military
Church by two years. The humble predecessor of the present
fine Jesuit Memorial structure, Ste. Anne s, was itself the
modest successor of the church of the Immaculate Concep
tion,&quot; the first wooden church erected in 1637, in connection
with the early French missions at Ossossane beyond St.

Patrick on the borders of Nottawasaga Bay, nearly 200 years
before. A wampum belt now in possession of Mr. D. Mc-
Cord, City Chamberlain of Montreal, is said to have on it

among other devices a fac simile working or drawing of this

pioneer wooden church erected of poles and bark at that early
date at La Rochelle or Ossossane.

The first Ste. Anne s was not completed till the latter

part of 1833. and from the late Michael Labatte and others
who helped in the construction of it, we learn that the church
was built of cedar logs with tennons fitting into grooves and
filling the spaces between upright posts, an improvement on
the unsightly notched corners of the ordinary log building,
due, doubtless, to De Revol who as catechist exercised gener
al supervision and was progressive. Its dimensions were 2lft
x 32ft. and stood on Roberts St. on the site now occupied by
the town hall. The lot was presented for church and cemetery
purposes by Pierre Giroux who will be remembered as hav
ing later suffered amputation of both hands and feet from
being frost bitten on his way from the Giant s Tomb. The
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bell belonging to the first Ste. Anne s, tradition says, was

used originally in the chapel of Ste. Marie on Christian

Island, where it was found in the ruins of the old fort about

1832 by the Indians, who sold it to the military officers here.

If this be true the bell must have lain there undisturbed 180

years as Ste. Marie on Christian Island was abandoned by
the Jesuits in l6si. Unfortunately for this romance, the

figures 1799 in bold relief on the bell, indicating the date on

which it was cast, rather discounts the tradition. Whatever

its history, it is claimed that De Revol, with the assistance of

some Roman Catholic friends, purchased the bell through

Dr. Stratton who was surgeon to the Navy at that time and

presented it to the church. It was transferred to the new
frame church of Ste. Anne s which replaced the old log church

in 1861, where it did duty till 1883 and now hangs beside the

chimes in the tower of the Memorial Church. Bishop Alex

ander McDonnell, the first R.C. Bishop of Upper Canada, paid

a pastoral visit to Penetanguishene in February, 1832, and

this visit was probably the instigation of efforts toward

erecting the first church. Bishop McDonnell came to Canada

from Scotland in 1804, raised the Glengarry Fencible Regi

ment among his own people for the war of 1812-15, and be

came its chaplain. He was the first to preach to his people

in Belleville and at many other points,
and is said to have

spent $65,000 of his private patrimony in building churches,

chapels and schools throughout Ontario. He died at Dum
fries, Scotland, in 1840, in his 8oth year, having gone to visit

his native land, and his remains were transferred to Kings

ton in 1861. We have so far not been able to obtain any

records of his visit here if there be any, but we know from

the older residents that mass was said, followed by many
communions, baptisms and marriages, several of the latter

being re-marriages in which the principals had been prev

iously married before witnesses only, when no regular priest

was available.

It was not till the autumn of 1833 that a resident priest

was appointed to the mission of Ste. Anne s, when
Lawrence Dempsey, a native of Ireland, was sent by Bishop

McDonnell and through his efforts the log church was com

pleted. He had labored here scarcely four months when he

was taken suddenly ill on his way to Barrie and died at Mr.

Lalonde s. For over three years previously Father Dempsey
had labored as missionary among the destitute settlers of the

Canada Company s tract, in the vicinity of Goderich, and In
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the Days of the Canada Company, p. 396, the Misses Lizars
record this high testimony of his unselfish labors : &quot;Rev.

Father Dempsey a good man, beloved by Roman Catholics
and Protestants he married, baptized and buried them with
the utmost impartiality.&quot; Father Dempsey was cut off in the

prime of his manhood and usefulness.

There was a vacancy in the parish till Bishop Gaulin, co

adjutor of Bishop McDonnell, paid a pastoral visit to his

people here on Sept. 10th, 1835. Remi Gaulin was born at

Quebec in 1787, appointed coadjutor of the Bishop of Kings
ton and consecrated at Montreal in 1833, became Bishop of

Kingston in 1840 and died in 1857. On his visit here in 1835
he began the first book of records for Ste. Anne s in French.
The first entry is the baptism of Edward Rosseau, son of J.

B. Rosseau, after whom Lake Rosseau is named, and his wife

Julie Lamorandier who died at the American Sault in IQIO,

aged 100 years. One of the sponsors was Sarah Columbus,
wife of Louis Columbus, the well-known armourer of the Gar
rison. Bishop Gaulin on that occasion recorded the baptisms
of over thirty children besides adults in addition to marriages
and burials.

An interesting episode was the meeting of Bishop Mc
Donnell with the Columbus family, on his previous visit. The
death of Christopher Columbus, the famous navigator, in

1506, at Valladolid in Spain, his imposing funeral and the

magnificent monument erected to his memory, had become a

well known event nearing its tercentenary during Bishop Mc
Donnell s clerical probation in that city. Among suppliants
for his ministrations here he was greeted by a lineal descend
ant of the noted discoverer in the person of Louis Columbus,
immured in this far away outpost of the empire. Here was a

surprise, recalling after the lapse of half a century the ex

perience of his student days.

Rev. Father J. Baptiste Proulx was appointed to the

charge in October after the visit of Bishop Gaulin in 1835.

Among the first of his entries in the register is the marriage
of Marie Assance, daughter of Chief John Assance, who was
drowned in 1847, having fallen from his canoe in the bay.
He was a son of that Chief John Assance who signed the

Treaty in 1815, surrendering 250,000 acres of land to the Gov
ernment.

Father Proulx was succeeded by Father Amable Charest
of Batiscan, Quebec, in 1837, who served till 1854, dying at
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Three Rivers, Quebec. He was succeeded by various priests,
at different periods, among them being Fathers Claude
Ternet, Duranquet, Point, Nadeau and Hennipaux. During
the incumbency of the latter, the large crosses throughout
Tiny were erected, some of which are still standing. In i860
Father J. P. Kennedy, a native of Toronto, was appointed to

the parish, and he also became Chaplain of the Ontario Re
formatory for Boys, then recently established. During his

term the new frame church of Ste. Anne s was built in 1861,

replacing the original log church of 1832, and it did service

till replaced in turn by the present Memorial church in 1890.
Father Kennedy, whose fate has already been recounted, was
in charge till 1873.

He was succeeded by the late Father Th. F. Laboureau,
who was born in Dijon, France. He came to Canada in 1858
and was ordained at Montreal in 1866. He labored at St.

Catharines, Thorold, Niagara and other points till appointed
to Penetanguishene where he labored continuously for 33

years, till broken in health he was compelled to resign his

arduous task in 1906. The present Presbytery was built by
Father Laboureau in 1875 and through his instrumentality
and labors mission churches were built at Port Severn, Wau-
baushene, Victoria Harbor and Midland. Ste. Anne s Me
morial Church, erected in honor of the martyred missionaries
of the early French period. through his exertions, was under

way in 1886, when the corner stone was laid by Archbishop
Lynch in presence of Hon. John Beverly Robinson, Lieut.-

Governor of Ontario, and a large assemblage of ecclesiastical

and civil dignitaries, among them the Papal Ablegate, Mery
del Val. Through the indomitable perseverance and energy
of Father Laboureau, under difficulties, the edifice was carri

ed to completion in 1902 and consecrated by Archbishop O
Connor, of Toronto, assisted by Bishop McEvay of London
and other dignitaries. Father Laboureau, shattered in health,

having witnessed the completion of his project, resigned his

charge and retired to Toronto, where he died in 1908. His
remains rest in the cemetery near the sanctuary in the midst
of the scenes of his labors. A beautiful memorial window in

the church and a chime of bells in the tower attest the high
esteem in which his memory was held by his people, while
the edifice is his perpetual monument, to which circumstances
and environment have conspired to impart a characier both

historic and national.

This sacred pile commemorates the deaths of Brebeuf and
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Lalemant who were tortured and burned at the stake at St.

Ignace, Father Daniel who was slain and his body given to
the flames of his burning church at Teanaustaye, Father Cha-
banel who was murdered by his Huron guide and thrown into
the Nottawasaga River, Father Gamier who was slain at
Etarita during a sudden incursion of the Iroquois, and Father
Jogues who founded the Mission of Sault Ste. Marie as an
outpost of this Mission and ended his career of self sacrifice
and torture at the hands of the Iroquois, and the sufferings
and deprivations of the rank and file of those who traversed
this region to carry the gospel to the Huron savage. Among
the numerous sites in the vicinity, indelibly associated with
the labors of these devoted men, are Karontaen or Carha-
gouha which witnessed the first mass among the Hurons,
Ouenrio where the fathers spent an anxious twenty-four hours
in constant expectation of martyrdom by the Hurons as the

supposed authors of the pestilence then raging, St. Louis, the
scene of the last bloody conflict between the Hurons and
Iroquois, and Ste. Marie on the Wye, the central mission,
which the fathers committed to the flames at their departure
from it.

Ste. Anne s Cemetery, more especially the original site,

like old St. James , was a veritable store-house of early
records, and rather more so as it was established five years
earlier, but was unfortunately removed in 1882 from the town
hall site to the present location, leaving many of the earlier

occupants in their first resting places. In consequence, much
of its historic value has been lest. Among the earliest and
most interesting of those transferred is that of Michael Mac-
donnell, private secretary to Lord Selkirk, and sometime fur

trader on Penetanguishene Bay, uncle to the Fraser brothers
who inherited his land estates near Midland. He was also a

Justice of the Peace. His epitaph reads : &quot;The Lord have
mercy on the soul of Michael Macdonnell, J.P., who died in

1844, aged 56 years. Beside him lie the remains of his sister,

Catharine Fraser, who died in 1866, aged 69 years, and whose
husband Edward Fraser rests in St. James Cemetery. Cath
arine Craddock Simpson, second wife of Wm. Simpson, Esq.,
died in 1865, aged 53 years. John Carty (McCarthy) a stone
cutter engaged on the old Officers Quarters, died in 1867,

aged 76 years. A monument to Rev. Patrick Kennedy, who
with dauntless heroism sacrificed his own life to save another
in 1873 at the early age of 39 years, bears the scriptural pas
sage : &quot;He shall feed his flock. John Donohoe died in 1879,
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aged 75 years, and beside him Mrs. Donohoe, recalls the old
tavern on the original Garrison road (now obliterated), just
behind Edmund Gendron s residence, Church St. Beside the

monument of the Bradley family, lying side by side, are the

marble slabs of their progenitors, Thos. Bradley, the grand
father who died in 1873, aged 83 years, and Margaret his life

partner, aged 78, with numerous descendants having their

records on the monument. These were all transferred from
the old cemetery.

Of the many additions to the new cemetery, we note that

of Wm. Baxter, who died May 9th, 1885, aged about 8l years,
who will be remembered as one of the old-time teachers in

the Public School for many years. The earliest was M.

Quiminera who for some depredation made a thrilling escape
to the region of Collingwood in a birch-bark canoe. This
was in 1840 when the school was kept in a log house near the

site of Wynne s store, but was later removed to a small log
house near the present site of the Public School where it

continued for many years until the latter was built. The
monument to Rev. Philibert Ray who died in 1887, aged 53

years, claims our notice. He was a native of Switzerland
and was installed as R.C. Chaplain to the Reformatory, re

taining the position but a few months when he passed away
thus early. The next to claim our interest is that of Hypolite
Brissette, who died in 1885, aged 103 years. He crossed the

Rocky Mountains on foot and passed through some thrilling
adventures in the service of the Hudson Bay Co. Beside him
is his life partner, Archange la Hirondelle, a daughter of a

Cree chief, born at Little Slave Lake and died at the age of

85 years, July 2nd, 1891. Capt. William Moore Kelly, who
died July 20th, 1896, aged 86 years, is well remembered as

the first Warden of the Reformatory, appointed in i860

through Sir Henry Smith and Mr. Mainnahan of Kingston.
He was born in the county of Mayo, Ireland The Archbishop
of Tuam was his uncle. Resting beside him is his wife Mary
Matilda, born in the West Indies, died in 1901, aged 87 years.

During the first year of Mr. Kelly s incumbency the &quot;Reforma

tory&quot; was visited by Dr. Wolfred Nelson, the one-time ban
ished Lower Canadian rebel, as Inspector, and Hon. D. A.

McDonald, the latter reported as having lost a valuable gold
watch near the old dock. Thos. McCrosson, who died April
4th, 1905, aged 79 years, was the well-known successor of

Capt. Kelly and the last Warden of the Institution while it

was known as the &quot;Ontario Reformatory for Boys.&quot; He was
born in County Tyrone, Ireland, and was formerly editor of
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the Toronto Tribune. Robt. J. Parker died July 20th, 1901,

aged 72 years, although his epitaph says 75 years. He will

be remembered as the first guard at the Reformatory, coming
in 1860. He brought with him the first contingent of 40 boys
from the Reformatory Prison of Isle aux Noix, Quebec, by
way of Collingwood, housing them in the old Stone Barracks,
afterward burned. Annie Gertrude Lemoine was one of the

oldest and best-known residents here who died on July I3th,

1902, aged 76 years, a member of the well-known literary

family of Quebec and sister of Mrs. Kelly. Francis Dusome
who was born in Red River, and died Mar. 3 1st, 1906, aged 90

.years, was a veteran of the fur trade and formerly Harbor
Master here. Joseph Messier was one of the old voyageurs
who gave his name to Messier s Lake, and died July 10th,

1892, aged 91 years, and Maria his wife who died June 10th,

1894, aged 90 years. Sergeant James Quigley. one of an early

contingent of soldiers who took up lands in Tiny, died Aug.
I9th, 1886, aged 91 years. He was born in Londonderry, Ire

land. His descendants still occupy the original lands. His
wife was Scholastique, daughter of Pierre Thibault, who gave
his name to the extinct Tebo s Lake near the Quigley farm.

Genevieve Battineau, born at St. Polycarp, Quebec, came here

among the earliest in 1840 and died June 6th, 1904, at the vener

able age of 104 years and 8 months. She was the mother of

fifteen children and lived under the reigns of five British

sovereigns.

The above are among the interesting and valuable

records in which the Cemetery abounds, and to which various

reminiscences have been added.

[THE END]

The Osborne Press, Midland, Ont.
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Tom Landrigan kept a canteen, and bought goods and nav^al supplies

stolen by soldiers from the old Red Store. He was found guilty with

the others, and sentenced to be hung. It cost my father a large sum of

money to get Tom clear. He was married to my sister.

One day I went up to the cricket ground and saw something round

rolled in a handkerchief, which was lying in the snow, and which the

foxes had been playing with. When I unrolled it, the ghastly features

of a man looked up at me. It was such a horrible sight that I started

home on the run and told my father. He went up to investigate, and

found it was the head of a drunken soldier, who had cut his throat while

in delirium tremens at Mundy’s canteen, and had been buried near the

cricket ground. Hr. Nevison, surgeon of the I5th Regiment, had said

in a joke, in the hearing of two soldiers, that he would like to have the

soldier’s head. They got it, presented it to him, when he refused it,

horrified. They took it back and threw it on the ground, instead of

burying it with the body, and it was kicked about in the way I mention

for some time. One of the two soldiers afterwards went insane, and the

other cut his thumb and died of blood-poisoning in Toronto. The names
of the two soldiers were Tom Taylor and John Miller.

I remember seeing a big cannon and several anchors standing near

the old Red Store, the depot of naval supplies, but I don’t know what
became of them. I remember the sale of the old gun-boats at public

auction by the Government, together with the naval stores and military

supplies. One of the old gunboats sunk in the harbor, the Tecumseth,

nearest the old naval depot, is said to have a cannon in her hold. I knew
Capt. T. G. Anderson, Indian Agent and Customs Officer at Manitoulin

Island. The 84th Regiment, Col. Osborne West, Commandant, was the

last regiment stationed at Penetanguishene. Captain Yates, in the same

regiment, was dissipated and got into debt. He was obliged to sell his

commission, and finally left for Toronto. St. Onge dit La Tard, Chev-

rette, Boyer, Cotd, Cadieux, Desaulniers, Lacourse, Lepine, Lacroix,

Rushloe (Rochelieu or Richelieu ?), Precourt, Desmaisons and Fleury, a

Spaniard, all came from Drummond Island. Altogether (in Louie’s opin-

ion) about one hundred families came.

MICHAEL LABATTE.

Michael Labatte, a typical French-Canadian voyageur, lives on an
island in Victoria Harbor (Hogg Bay). His family history and descent

is an interesting one. He claims over one quarter Indian blood, but the

aboriginal element in his nature is most unmistakably marked. His
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father went up to the North-West in the closing years of the last cen-

tury, and probably accompanied the British army in their first move to

“ Sault Ste. Marie ’’ and St. Joseph Island, on the first transfer of Mack-
inaw to the Americans in 1796. He also formed one of the contingent

of one hundred and sixty French-Canadian voyagenrs accompanying

Mr. Pothier, under Captain Roberts, at the capture of Mackinaw by the

British in July, 1812, and three years later he moved to Drummond
Island with the British forces on the second transfer of Mackinaw to the

Americans, and finally to Penetanguishene. For a man of his years

(over 85) Michael is vigorous and alert, and his memory is apparently

intact.

His Narrative.

I was born at Sault Ste. Marie (on the American side) in 1814, the

last year of the war, my mother being there on a visit to friends at the

time, though our home was on Drummond Island. My father was Louis

George Labatte, a blacksmith by trade, who was born in Lower Canada.

He was a soldier in the British Army, and was at the capture of

Mackinaw in 1812. He went up from Montreal with the North-West

Company, and moved from Mackinaw with the British soldiers to

Drummond Island. My mother’s name was Louisa Cadotte, a Chippewa,

from whom I learned the Indian language. I was the eldest of a family

of three children, two brothers and one sister, the others being dead.

Nothing but French and Indian was spoken at Drummond Island. I

learned English at Penetanguishene, where I first heard it spoken. I

was twelve years old when we left Drummond Island. I came in a

bateau with my mother, brother, sister, and an Indian, named Gro-e-wis

Oge-nier, and his wife. We were two weeks coming. Several families

started together in sail-boats, bateaux and canoes. We camped at Thes-

salon River, Mississaga River, Serpent River, LaCloche,She-bon-aw-ning,*

Moose Point and other places on the way. We stopped at Pinery Point

and made our toilet before entering Penetanguishene Bay. We landed

at the Reformatory Point. We were all looking for the place where we
expected to see the sand rolling over and over down the hill. I was

married in Penetang. by Father Charest. My wife’s maiden name was

Archange Berge, whose father came from Drummond Island. I was a

volunteer in the enrolled militia of Simcoe. I have my discharge papers

for 1839, signed by Colonel Gourlay and Horace Keating, certified by Wm.
Simpson. Also for 1843, signed by Col. W. A. Thompson.-]*

I remember Bishop McDonnell’s visit to Penetanguishene. I took

* The Ojibway name of Killarney.

tHe presented both documents for my inspection.
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him and two priests up to Manitoulin and round to the “ Sault ” and

back again to Holland Landing in a big canoe. Henry and Louie

Solomon and Francis Giroux were with us, and there were several other

canoes. I often went with the late Alfred Thompson, of Penetang., to

the Blue Mountains hunting. I was with Captain Strachan at Baldoon, on

Lake St. Clair, shooting ducks. I went up the Nottawasaga and over

the Portage to Lake Simcoe, when there were no white settlers there

—

nothing but Indians. Drummond Island had the best harbor on Lake

Huron. The barracks at Penetanguishene was built of Norway pine

from Pinery Point. The first houses built in Penetanguishene were

built by Bevol, Mitchell and Simpson for stores, all of cedar. Old Ste.

Anne’s (R.C.) church w’as built by Rev. Father Dempsey,* missionary,

who died while on the road to Barrie, and was buried in the cemetery at

Penetanguishene. The old church was built of upright posts and the

spaces filled in with cedar logs, laid horizontally, and let into the posts

by a tenon and extended mortise. Rev. Father Proulx was the next

priest, then Father Charest. I came to Victoria Harbor (Hogg Bay) over

thirty years ago. My mother has been dead over fifty years. She is

buried at Lafontaine with my father. Kean & Fowlie built the mill

at Victoria Harbor. Asher Mundy, who kept the canteen on the old

military road, was married to Mrs. Vallieres, widow of a French-Cana-

dian. There was no house at Lafontaine when I first saw it. It was

first called Ste. Croix. The nearest house was my father’s, at Thunder

Bay, about seven miles distant. Louis Descheneau built the first house

there. Toussaint Boucher built the “ Iron Canoe ” on the spot where Dr.

Spohn’s residence now stands in Penetanguishene, for Father Proulx,

who afterward presented it to the Government.*]'

I made a trip in the “Iron Canoe ” with fifteen men. Father Proulx,

a young priest named Lavelle and a Bishop from Europe, up to Mani-

toulin, the “ Sault ” and Mackinaw, and back. Father Crevier visited

Drummond Island twice in my recollection. I carried the mail to the

“ Sault ” in winter on snow-shoes. I made the trip from Penetanguishene

to the “ Sault ” and back (three hundred miles) with a sleigh and two

dogs in fifteen days—snow three feet deep. I once made the trip in

fourteen days. Dig a hole in the snow with my snow-shoes, spread

spruce boughs, eat piece of cold pork, smoke pipe and go to sleep. I

often had Mai de racquette. I would sharpen my flint, then split the

flesh of the ankle above the instep in several places, and sometimes down

* For a notice of Father Dempsey and his work, see Lizars’ “ In the Days of the

Canada Company.”

t It was made of Russian sheet iron.
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the calf of the leg for a remedy. I was in the Shawanaga country for

furs on two occasions when I could not get out, on account of floods. I

was four days without food, which was cached at the mouth of the river.

At another time I was five days without food, except moss off the rocks,

on account of floods and soft weather. I was sent by the Government

to clear the land where Waubaushene now stands, for the Indians. I

planted potatoes and sowed grain. I was there when the Government

built the first grist-mill and houses for the Indians at Coldwater. The

Government afterwards moved the Indians to Beausoleil Island, Chris-

tian and Manitoulin Islands. A man named Stone built the first mill

at Severn River, before there was any mill at Waubaushene. I remem-

ber seeing several cannons at the old Red Store or Naval Depot at

Penetanguishene.

Squire McDonald, uncle of Squire Sam. Fraser, of Midland, was

agent for the North-West Company, and came from Drummond Island

the year before we did. Dr. Mitchell, his son Andrew, Wm. Simpson

and Revol, all came about the same time. I knew about the Tom Land-

rigan scrape—getting into trouble about stolen Government military

supplies—mighty close shave for Tom—he was sentenced to be hanged.

I saw Prisque soon after he fell and broke his neck in Penetanguishene.

He looked as if he had a black handkerchief tied round his neck. He
was sawing off a board lying across the beams, and sawed it too short

and pitched down head first. I saw the drunken soldier, who cut his

throat at Mundy’s Canteen, and who was buried near the old cricket

ground. I was fireman for three summers on the steamer Gore, com-

manded by Captain Fraser, who married a daughter of Hippolyte Bris-

sette. I went with the volunteers to Chippawa and Navy Island to

clear out the Mackenzie rebels. My father was married twice. I was

the eldest of the first family, and worked for myself since I was fourteen

years old. I have had a family of fifteen children.

MRS. Boucher’s narrative.

My maiden name was Rosette Larammee, born on Drummond Island

December I2th, 1815, the year after the war. My husband was Jean

Baptiste Boucher, also a native of Drummond Island. My father’s name
was Jacques Adam Larammee, born in Lower Canada. He hired with

the North-West Company and went up to Lake Superior, came back, and

went to New Zealand (?), where he caught the fever. On recovering, he

came home and went up to Mackinaw with the British soldiers, where

he afterwards married Rosette Cloutier, a half-breed woman
;
then

moved with ,the forces to Drummond Island. We left Drummond Island
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went round the head of Lake Ontario, Hamilton, then down to the

Credit to see the Indians, and so on to Toronto.* One of the Government
oflBcials expressed himself very strongly, saying, “ They had no business

spending money on such a trip.” Lady Jameson had been up to Lake
Superior, and had been brought down from the “ Sault ” by some of our

people of the North-West Company to Manitoulin Island, where she was

taken in charge by Colonel Jarvis and his party. I often stopped with

Capt. T. G. Anderson, Indian superintendent at Manitoulin. I was at

Baushene (Waubaushene) when Mackenzie’s Rebellion broke out in 1837.

We lived at Coldwater, where my father died at the age of seventy-one

years. I married Rosette Solomon, daughter of William Solomon,

Government interpreter to the Indians.

ANTOINE LABATTE’S NARRATIVE.

I was born on Drummond Island, 16th September, 1824. We left

the Island in 1827. My father’s name was Louis George Labatte, a

soldier in the British Army, and a blacksmith by trade. He was at the

capture of Mackinaw, and fought in the war of 1812. He was born in

Lower Canada, and went up with the North-West Company, and after

three years in the British service at Mackinaw, returned to Drummond
Island with the soldiers and stayed there eleven years. He then moved
to Holland Landing, stayed there two years, then to Penetanguishene,

and lastly to Thunder Bay (Tiny), where he died in 1872. My mother

died in 1863, and both are buried at Lafontaine. Her maiden name was

Julia Frances Grouette, a half-breed. I am three-quarters French and

one-quarter Indian blood. We left Drummond Island in August, in a

bateau, towed by the schooner Alice, Captain Hackett commander.

The vessel was subsequently wrecked on Horse Island. We came by

the outer channel, past Tobermory, and landed at Cedar Point in Tiny,

the same month. Eighteen persons came in the bateau, besides provis-

ions and household effects. There were six of the Labatte family, four

of the Grouette family, Antoine Recollet and child, Francois Recollet and

child, Jessie Solomon, and an Indian named Jacobe. Captain Hackett

had suffered shipwreck on the sea. His vessel was burned and he saved

his life by clinging to a small piece of the burning wreck till he was

rescued. Captain Hackett was badly burned on one side of his face and

neck, so that the cords were drawn down, causing a peculiar twitching

of the muscles and a continual turning of his face to one side. We

* An expedition (perhaps this one) to intercept W. L. Mackenzie in 1837, is mentioned

in the Narrative of John Monague, of Christian Island. See Transactions of the Canadian

Institute, Fourth Series (1892), vol. 3, p. 4.
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camped at Cedar Point one night and left next morning for Nottawas-

aga. We went up the Nottawasaga to Pine River, within nine miles of

Barrie, and portaged over to Lake Simcoe, and down to Holland Landing.

We stayed there two years, then went to White’s Corners in Oro and

stayed there about one year, then came to Penetanguishene in 1831. We
first lived on the lot on the corner next Shannahan’s blacksmith shop,

Penetanguishene, now owned by Mrs. Mundy, then on the lot now owned

by Charles McGibbon. The little steamer Penetanguishene was built,

I think, about 1832, by Mitchell & Thompson, on the spot where McGib-

bon’s Mill now stands, on Water Street. We left Penetanguishene in

1834, to go to Meaford to take up land received for Government service..

We were in a bateau with our goods and provisions, being towed by tho

steamer Penetanguishene, on board of which were Captain Workman
and family and Mr. Rattray and family, with their household furniture,,

also going to Meaford, accompanied by a Mr. Vail; Stephen Jeffrey in his;

sail-boat was also being towed. A heavy storm arose before we reached

Christian Island. Our bateau smashed the back windows of the cabin

of the little steamer, and one of the lines broke by which we were being

towed. We were driven on Christian Island, near where the lighthouse

stands. After a little time the captain thought he would try again, and

my father refused to go. We were obliged to unload the bateau, as it

belonged to the steamer. We unloaded our goods and blacksmith’s tools

into a birch canoe, while they started the second time for the Blue Moun-

tains, but were obliged to return. We camped there about a week.

There were no Indians there then. When the storm ceased. Captain

Beman came along with his sloop and took Captain Workman and his

party to Meaford, but left Mr. Vail. My father found him one day

without any food, and brought him to our camp. Antoine Lacourse, a

fisherman from Penetanguishene, and some friends, came to take us back

to Penetanguishene. We started, but the ice was so thick it took three

men with sticks in the front of the bateau to break it. We got as far

as Thunder Bay (Tiny), and landed at a fisherman’s cabin, but twelve

feet square, where we stayed for the night, with fifteen men, besides

eight of our own family. We built a place to winter in, then built a log

house, and lived on the bay ever since. The old house is still standing.

Tontine Martin, a fisherman from Penetanguishene, built a small

cabin just before we came, but occupied it only temporarily. Camile

Giroux was the next settler, about twenty years after we came. My
father set out fruit trees, which grew from seed dropped on the beach

by fisherman and travellers. Michael Labatte, of Victoria Harbor, is

my half-brother. His mother’s Indian name was Oh-ge-ke-qua.

10
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In my father s time a “ Yankee ” vessel often came to Thunder Bay
with whiskey and hid the barrels in the sand. Stephen Jeffery, of Pene-

tanguishene, would come through the Indian trail from Colborne Bay
and get the whiskey and take it across to his canteen. After the barrels

were emptied they would break them up and leave the staves on the

sand. They would sometimes dig holes in the gravel at Lighthouse

Point, on Christian Island, and hide the whiskey and cover it with brush,

until they came after it. The distance through the Indian trail across

to Colborne Bay opposite to the barracks was called seven miles. I

worked two years in Saginaw and at the Bruce Mines, with three hun-

dred men, under Manager Campbell.* I attended school in Pene-

tanguishen© three months under a teacher named Antoine Lacourse.

His grandson, Wm. Lacourse, and Franpis Marchildon were drowned

some years since on their way to Christian Island. I knew Rondeau at

the old Fort, who ate a root of la carotte a moureau (wild parsnip) and

was poisoned. He was planting potatoes and found the root. His wife

said it was good to eat. While she was getting dinner he ate some and

died the same night. I saw him when they buried him in Pene-

tanguishene. The Labattes left Drummond Island in 1827
;
the troops

left in 1828, and most of the French-Canadians in 1829.

I heard of the burning of the schooner Nancy at Nottawasaga. She

ran into the river followed by the Yankee schooners. She got inside the

bar, where they had a slight skirmish, when the captain set fire to her

to prevent her falling into the hands of the Yankees. While passing

Detroit the captain kept a keg of powder on deck ready to blow her up

in case of attack. The captain and his men were left with nothing but

the yawl boat, and they made their way back to St. Joseph Island by

the North Shore, where they saw two “ Yankee ” vessels. They ran

across to Mackinaw and got permission from the Colonel and returned

and captured the two schooners. Capt. McTavish boarded one of the

vessels as a negro was in the act of loading a cannon, when he cut off* his

head with a sword, the former falling overboard. The captain seized

the body and pitched it over also, saying, as he did so, “ Follow your

head.”t

Pierre Giroux took a squaw for his wife from Moose Point and

* A very interesting account of the Bruce Mines when at the height of their prosperity

(in 1849-50) may be found in the Second Report of the Ontario Bureau of Mines (1892)

pages 171-8. It was written by Walter William Palmer, and is entitled, “A Pioneer’s

Mining Experience on Lake Superior and Lake Huron.”

fThis is a popular version of the capture of the two “American” schooners, Scorpion

and Tigress, near Mackinaw in 1814. Another version of the capture, from the pen of John
McDonald of Garth, may be found in Masson’s “Bourgeois,” II, p. 55.
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settled on Penetanguishene Bay. She appeared to be a little crazy.

When Bishop McDonnell visited Penetanguishene he ordered them to

marry or separate. Giroux gave her a blanket and sent her away. She

wrapped her babe in the blanket and started across the ice, but when
she reached Giant’s Tomb Island her babe was frozen to death. Pierre

afterwards got his hands and feet so badly frozen while hauling fish

down from Moose Point that they had to be amputated. His brother,

Joseph, started with provisions for his son, Camile, who was fishing on

Thunder Bay, and got lost. The snow was two or three feet deep and

no roads. He was found three days later near Pinery Point, with his

hands and feet frozen. They had to be amputated. His son Joseph

still lives in Penetanguishene.

Andrew Vallier parted with his squaw and they afterwards met

again and were married by Bev. Father Proulx. They generally

married their wives when the priest came. Point Douglas, to the west

of Thunder Bay (Tiny), was named after a marine surveyor. My lot is

north half No. 16, con. 19, broken front. Tiny. My brother, Ambrose,

lives on lot 13, con. 17, Tiny. I married Mary Cot^ for my first wife.

ANGELIQUE LANGLADE.

The concluding narrative of these personal recollections is that of

Angelique Langlade, still living in Penetanguishene at an advanced age,

and the last survivor but one of a somewhat noted family. Her com-

mand of English is very limited, but her mixed dialect so picturesque

and pointed, that I am constrained to present it almost verbatim, in her

own simple but expressive style, with apologies to several writers of

dialect literature.

Her Narrative.

Ma name, Angelique Langlade
;
born Drummon Islan; me Chippawa

half-breed; ma mudder, Josephine Ah-quah-dah, Chippawa squaw,Yankee
tribe; ma fadder, Charles Langlade, French half-breed, hees born Macki-

naw, an move Drummon Islan wid Breeteesh. I no spik good Eengleesh

ver well. I not know how old I be—ha-a—I no chicken—me. I tink

bout seven, ten, mebbe tirteen year ole when we come Pentang. Mebbe
some day God tell me how ole I be when I die.

.
Ma fadder, mudder,

Charlie, Louie, Pierre, two Marguerites, Angelique, dats me, an Delede,

all come in big bateau from Norb shore. Priess mak mistak an baptise

two Marguerites. Katrine born Pentang. All dead but two, Delede

(Mrs. Precourt) an me—dat’s Angelique. We come Gordon’s pinte
;
mak

wigwam cedar bark, stay dare leetle tarn
;
wait for land, den come ware
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Langlade and one son went to Green Bay, Wis., while another son, Charles, accom-

panied the British forces to Drummond Island. Subsequent to the Captain’s death

in Green Bay, his wife died in Penetanguishene, while on a visit to her son, about the

year 1845, at an advanced age. She was reputed to be over one hundred years. The

stone mansion, sword and piano are still in possession of descendants at Green Bay,

and highly prized as memorials of Captain Langlade. Records in possession of the

Gordon family prove that Angelique was born about 1820, if not earlier.]

LIST OF THE DRUMMOND ISLAND VOYAGEURS.

Amyot, Colbert, was born in Quebec, went up with the Hudson’s

Bay Company, was with Admiral Bayfield in the survey of the thirty

thousand islands of Georgian Bay in the old Recovery. He accompanied

the admiral to Fort William, and with Hippolyte Brissette and William

Cowan, also half-breeds, helped to build the new Recovery, a sailing

vessel, with which they completed the survey. His ancestors were

Charles and Joseph Jean Baptiste Amyot, of Vincelotte, Quebec, the

original grantees of that fief in 1672. He has a son, Colbert, living at

St. Joseph Island, and another at St. Ignace, Mich. He was married to

a daughter of the interpreter, Wm. Solomon. (See Louie Solomon’s

Narrative.)

Auger, Josephette.

Barnard, M., married a daughter of Alixe Lamorandiere, returned

to the “ Sault,” where he has sons still living, and at St Joseph Island.

Bell, John. A genuine French half-breed with an English name,

and married to a half-breed woman. I have been unable to ascertain

the origin of his name. He appears to have been more than usually

clever, as Gordon, the trader, tried to retain his services for collecting

furs from the Indians. He soon returned to the “ Sault.”

Boucher, Jean Baptiste, first settled on lot No. 15, concession 16,

Tiny; removed to lot No. 17, concession 17, still occupied by his widow

and son, Narcisse Boucher. He was born in Quebec. His family

connections include that noted branch of Jean Baptiste Boucher de

Chambly, a grandson of M. de Chambly, the original grantee in 1672,

who was killed in an Italian campaign. He died at the age of seventy-

one years, and is buried at Lafontaine.

Boucher, Pierre, once owned the lot where Beck & Co.’s mill now
stands in Penetanguishene.
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Boissonneau, Joseph, came from St. Joseph Island. Hi&

descendants still live in Tiny.

Berger, Joseph. His son Charles, at Victoria Harbor, and other

descendants are still living.

Bruneau, Baptiste, settled at old Fort Ste. Marie, Tay, on the

Jesuit lot, and gave the name to Bruneauville Station at that place. He
is descended from the family of Francois Pierre Bruneau, of Montarville,

Quebec, who purchased that fief in 1830. His descendants live in

Victoria Harbor and Tay.

Bourassa, Gabriel. Descendants of his are still living in Tiny.

Bareille, Louis, settled at old Fort Ste. Marie, Tay.

Beaubien, M.

Boisvert, Edouard, went to Lake Simcoe.

Boyer, Gotfried (near sighted), settled in Tiny. His son is living

in Midland.

Boyer, Gustave.

Boyer, Baptiste.

Boyer, Pierre.

Boyer, Charles.

Boyer, Joseph.

Boyer, William.

Beaudria, Antoine.

Bellval, Baptiste, had no hair on his head or nails on his fingers

and toes. He settled at old Fort Ste. Marie, was mail-carrier for some

time, and died at Bruce Mines.

Beaudria, Louis, returned to La Cloche with the Hudson’s Bay
Company.

Beausoleil, Louis, settled on Beausoleil Island (marked “Prince

William Henry Island” on maps) in 1819, and from him the island

received its name. He afterwards moved to Beausoleil Point, on

Penetanguishene Bay, where he died at an advanced age. His wife was a

full-blooded Chippewa. He is remembered by early settlers as the

owner of a monster black ox, which he drove or worked on all occasions.

He had two sons and one daughter.

Beausoleil, Alixe, died in Penetanguishene. Several children are

living in Tiny.

Beausoleil, Antoine, went to Trenton, Ontario.

Beausoleil, Felicite, married Antoine Recollet, of Green Bay.

She died in Penetanguishene. Her daughter, Cecelia, married Antoine

Trudeau, and is still living in Tiny.

Barbou, Pierre, went to Waubaushene.
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Blette, dit Sorelle Pierre, was the grantee ot‘ Park lot 24, the

patent haying been issued in 1834. He died in Owen Sound.

Blette, Louis, was the grantee of Park lot 26, the patent having

been issued in 1834.

Blette, Francois. Descendants of his are living in Parry Sound.

Benoit, Louis, came from the ‘‘ Sault.”

Benoit, Francois.

Chevalier, Louis, died in Penetanguishene. Sons are living on

Dokis’ Reserve, Nipissing. His father, Louis Chevalier, took a prom-

inent part in charge of Indians at the post of St. Joseph in 1783, under

Governor Sinclair, of Mackinaw. He was well versed in Green Bay
incidents.

Champagne, Antoine, carpenter, owned part of the lot belonging

to Allen L. McDonnell.

Craddock, Joseph, was born on St. Joseph Island in 1812, the first

year of the American war. He came to Penetanguishene with the

soldiers and lived near the barracks. He was employed by the govern-

ment on the Orillia portage in 1830-32, in the erection of houses for the

Indians, and received a grant of fifty acres of land in Coldwater, on

which he resided till his death. His father was an officer in the 42nd

Regiment, and returned to the Old Country soon after he (Joseph) was

born, and was killed in the battle of Waterloo. His aboriginal descent

was so very marked, and the Indian so predominant in his character,

that he received a government annuity with the other members of the

Indian bands. He was scrupulously honest and upright in his dealings,

highly respected, and a pattern to the community in which he lived over

sixty years. He died at Coldwater on the 13th April, 1900. He has

numerous descendants.

Craddock, Katrine (Joseph’s sister), became the wife of William

Simpson, the early trader in Penetanguishene. Her descendants now
reside in Montreal.

Chevrette, Louis, of lot 13, concession 17, Tiny, was born at St.

Hubert, Quebec, in 1801, joined the North-West Company to trade with

the Indians, but returned to the “ Sault ” and Drummond Island, thence

to Penetanguishene. In early years he had a sugar camp on the corner

where Dr. Spohn’s residence now stands on Main Street, Penetanguishene.

He settled on Quesnelle’s place, near McAvela’s, afterwards moved to

Tiny, where he died in 1880, aged 79 years. Two sons, Moses (Moise)

and Louis, are living in Tiny
;
one daughter, Mrs. Wynne, is living in

Penetanguishene, besides numerous descendants.

Cadieux, Andre, a pensioner, on a Park lot, South Poyntz Street,
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Penetannruishene, was born in the Province of Quebec, on the Island of

Montreal, and went up with the Hudson’s Bay Company. He had a

medal, won in the British army in Lower Canada. He saw some hard

service going up the Ottawa. After reaching a certain point meat

supplies were stopped
;
the allowance then became four ounces of tallow,

and one quart of corn per day for each man, and any game they could

shoot. He was descended from the family of Charles Cadieux, of Quebec

city, who took the oath in I7b7, and another of his ancestors was Joseph

Cadieux, who was at the battle of Bennington, and drew seven hundred

acres of land at St. Sulpice under Lord Dorchester in 1788. He had six

sons and one daughter. The sons were: Andrd, jun., killed at Port

Severn
;
Isidore, living in Penetanguishene

;
Louis, Joseph, Jean, and

Baptiste, living at the “ Sault,” and in different parts of the United

States. All these were born in Penetanguishene.

Charpentier, Antoine, moved to Lake Simcoe.

Couture, William, died at Owen Sound. He was descended from

the family of Guillaume Couture, of Beaumont, Quebec, who took the

oath of fealty in 1759.

Couture, Joseph, died in Killarney.

Chenier, Michael, returned to the “ Sault ” and Mackinaw, and

died in the House of Refuge.

Clermont, Francoise, came from Red River as the wife of Francis

Dussaume, sen.

Chapin, Marguerite, married William Couture.

Cote, Charles, of lot 16, concession 16, Tiny, died at the age of

seventy, and is buried at Lafontaine. He came originally from La

Cloche, and had been in the employ of the Hudson’s Bay Company. He
was descended from the family of Jean Baptiste Cote, of He Verte,

Quebec, 1723. His descendants are still living in Tiny.

CoTifi, Joseph, owned lot 18, concession 15, Tiny. His descendants

are living in Penetanguishene.

CotA Francois, settled on lot 14, concession 15, Tiny.

Cruson, Joseph.

Cadotte, Angelique, became the wife of Pierre Lepine; died at the

advanced age of 95 years, and is buried at Lafontaine. She was wrecked

on the schooner Hackett with her babe. (See Louis Solomon’s Narrative.)

Cadotte, M.

Cadotte, Louise, “ Oh-ge-ke-quah,” also known as Mother Pecon,

was the first wife of Louis George Labatte, and the mother of Michael

Labatte. (See his Narrative.) She died in Penetanguishene.

Caron, Joseph, sen., was the grantee of Park lot 27 in 1834 (old

Mitchell farm).
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Caron, Joseph, jun., was the grantee of Park lot 28 in 1834 (old

Mitchell farm).

Caron, Louis.

CoRBiERE, Eli, a half-brother of Louis, has lived at Holland

Landing for sixty years.

CoRBiERE, Louis, of lot 18, concession 15, Tiny, won a medal in the

army in Lower Canada. Descendants of his are still living on Beausoleil

Island.

CoRBiERE, David, owned Park lot 33 and the town lot where the

Arcade now stands.

CoRBiERE, Maria (daughter of Louis), was accidently shot by her

brother while hunting cows.

Croteau, Charles, sen., settled on Water Street, near Mitchell’s

corner.

Croteau, Charles, jun., moved to Holland Landing.

Croteau, Jean Baptiste.

Cloutier, Bosette (wife of Jacques Adam Larammee), died at the

age of eighty-three, and was buried at Lafontaine.

Cadieux, Julie (daughter of Andre, sen.), was born at Drummond
Island, and became the wife of Joseph Legris. She is now a widow
living at Byng Inlet. Her father and William Couture at one time

occupied a double house, standing on the corner where Dr. Spohn’s

residence now stands in Penetanguishene. •

Desmaisons, Archange, the daughter of Francis Desmaisons,

became the wife of Henry Modest Lemire.

Desmaisons, Francois, once owned the lot where the Memorial

Church now stands. Has a grandson, Narcisse, living in Penetanguishene.

Dusang, Amable, moved to Fesserton, where his descendants still

live.

Dusang, Benjamin, dit Monagre. One of his sisters married into

the Vent family.

Deschambault, Pierre, went to Waubaushene. His ancestor. Cap-

tain Deschambault, was at the siege of St. John, and drew 700 acres of land

in Longueuil, under Lord Dorchester, in 1788. Descendants are living

in Tiny.

Deschenaux, Louis, of lot 16, concession 16, Tiny, (now owned by

M. Duquette) built the first house in Ste. Croix (Lafontaine) about 1830.

It is still standing. His father was born at Beaumont, Quebec, and

came up with the North-West Company. Among his ancestors was the

famous cure of Ancienne Lorette, Charles Joseph Deschenaux, son of

Joseph Brassard Deschenaux, of Beaumont, 1781. Louis is buried at

Lafontaine. No descendants are living.
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Desaulniers, Louis, settled at Gordon s Point, then moved to Tiny.

He died at the age of 86 and is buried at Lafontaine.

Desaulniers, Charles, settled on Robert street, Penetanguishene,

on the site of Elliott s livery stable.

Doucette, Edward, once owned lot 13, concession 17, Tiny (now

Moise Chevrette’s).

Deloge, Widow, was Charles Vasseur’s mother. She was buried

on the Gidley farm.

Duclos, Calixte.

Desjardins, Charles, settled on Water street, next to Mr. Hubert,

Penetanguishene. He died in Owen Sound.

Desjardins, Joseph, the grantee of Park lot No. 23, in 1834. His

descendants are still living in Tiny. Their name recalls the memorable

disaster near Hamilton in 1858.

Desmarais, Augustin. His descendants are still living in Pene-

tanguishene.

Doleur, Joseph, a stonemason. He once owned the lot on Robert

street, where Wynne’s residence stands. He returned to the “ Sault,”

where his descendants still live.

Fortin, Henri, settled at old Fort Ste. Marie. He went to Owen
Sound, where he died.

Freismith, Joseph, baker, settled on one of the original lots of the

Gidley farm.

Farlinger, James, blacksmith in the navy. The two latter are

reputed to be Germans, though speaking French and married to half-

breed women.

Fontaine, Louis.

Fortin, Antoine, owned the park lot on Poyntz street, opposite

Mr. PloufFe’s, Penetanguishene.

Frechette, Michael, settled near Lake Tyndall (or Semple), Mid-

land.

Frechette, Etienne, the grantee of Park lot No. 17, Tiny, in 1834.

Frechette, Baptiste, occupied a Park lot in Penetanguishene.

Frechette, Charles.

Frechette, Louis. The correct name of these brothers is Desroches,

except the first, Michael, whose mother married the second time. They
all retained the name of the first. Descendants are still living in Tiny.

Faille, Louis.

Fleury, Joseph, owned the lot on Poyntz street, Penetanguishene,

that is now Corbeau’s. He was one of Adjutant Keating’s party that

captured the Yankee schooner near Drummond Island. He was said ta

be a Spaniard. He married a half-breed woman and spoke French.

Osborne, Alexander Campbell. "List of the Drummond Island Voyageurs." 
Ontario Historical Society Papers and Records, Vol. III (1901): 149-166. FL7018

202



LIST OF THE DRUMMOND ISLAND VOYAGEURS. 155

Giroux, Pierre, the grantee of Park lot No. 4, Tiny Reserve, in

1834. He was one of Adjutant Keating’s party in the capture of the

American schooner near Drummond Island. He was severely frozen

while on his way from Giant’s Tomb Island and suffered amputation of

both hands and feet. Some of his descendants are living in Tiny.

Giroux, Joseph, died at the age of 76 and was buried at Lafontaine.

Gager, Antoine.

Gerair, Francois. His daughter married Joseph Boucher and is

still living.

Greverot, Marguerite, became the wife of Charles Cote. She

was buried at Lafontaine.

Guimont, Francois.

Gurneau, Joseph.

Gordon, William D., was the eldest son of George Gordon. He
was born at Drummond Island in 1820. He was lost in the woods near

Penetanguishene in 1832, and was supposed to have been devoured by

wolves. The skeleton of the boy was found fifteen years later near

the site of Midland. The skull was identified by a peculiarly shaped

tooth, and was preserved till his father’s death, five years later, when it

was buried in his coffin.

Gordon, Betsy, married Joseph Lacourse, a brother of Judge

Lacourse, of Waterloo County. Her second husband was James Bailey.

Both are still living in Tiny.

Grevote, Pierre.

Goulet, Francois, was a noted violinist. He occupied the house

built by D. Revol in Water street.

Goulet, Marguerite, eloped with Michael Lavallee and never

returned.

Goroite, Julie Francoise, was the second wife of Louis George

Labatte. She died at the age of 75, and was buried at Lafontaine. Her
brother, William Goroite, was Government interpreter for the Indians at

Port Credit, Ont.

Goulin, Pierre.

Goroite, Julie, half-breed, mother of Julia Frances Labatte. She

came from Drummond Island with Louis George Labatte, and died at

Holland Landing the same year of typhoid fever. She married James

Goroite, a Protestant Englishman, who went from Montreal to Drum-
mond Island as schoolmaster, “ avocat,” and issuer of marriage licenses.

He wore a wig, was very methodical in his habits, and scrupulous in the

observance of holy days. Though a Protestant, he would always remind

his wife of any day to be observed in her Church and insist upon her
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attending to it. He also died at Holland Landing of cholera the same
year.

Johnson, Marguerite, was born at Mackinaw and became the

wife of William Solomon, the Indian interpreter at Drummond Island.

She died in Penetanguishene and was buried with military honors. (See

the Narrative <5f Louie Solomon.)

JouRDAiN, Louis.

JOLINEAU, M.

Lacerte, Louis, the grantee of Park lot No. 20, Tiny, in 1834, in

the Mitchell farm. He was buried there.

La Ponde, Charles, a titled gentleman who claimed descent from

the Bourbons of France. Letters addressed to him always bore his title.

One of his ancestors was Sieur Pierre Denys de la Ronde, who obtained

a grant in the city of Quebec in 1658. Charles lived at Penetanguishene,

Beausoleil Island and Coldwater.

Larammee, Jacques Adam, settled on a Park lot in Tiny, part of

McAvela’s. He died at the age of 80, and was buried at Lafontaine.

(See Mrs. Boucher’s Narrative.)

Larammee, James, jun., left Drummond Island at two years of age.

He lived on Tiny Ordnance Reserve.

Larammee, Rosette, became the wife of Jean Baptiste Boucher,

and is still living on lot 17, concession 17, Tiny, aged 85 years, totally

blind. (See Mrs. Boucher’s Narrative.)

Larammee, Julie, married Charles Lamoureux, and is living at Pine

Point.

Larammee, Zoa, married Pierre Gendron, and is living at Byng
Inlet.

Landry, Widow, the mother of Mrs. Gordon. She came to Pene-

tanguishene in 1825. She is buried at Gordon’s Point, now owned by

William Crosson, Tay. (See also Introduction.)

Landry, Agnes, the first wife of George Gordon, the trader of

Scotch descent who went up from Montreal with the Hudson’s Bay

Company, came to Drummond Island, thence to Gordon’s Point, which

he called the “Place of Penetanguishene,” in 1825. He was the grantee

of Park lot No. 8, Tiny, in 1836, now owned by John Belyea. His father

was Colonel Gordon, of Montreal, who was killed in action in the West

Indies, and whose widow subsequently married Joseph Rousseau, a

wealthy merchant of Montreal. Mrs. Bailey and Mrs. Vallee, of Tiny,

and the Misses Gordon, of Penetanguishene, are daughters.

Lavallee, Celeste (daughter of Dennis Lavallee), became the wife

of John Borland, and died in Coldwater. John Borland is still living.
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He is a son of Captain Borland, who was shot and wounded by the

Americans at the sacking of Toronto in 1812, but subsequently became

commander of the steamer Colborne, on Lake Simcoe, and later of the

Penetanguishene, the first steamer built at Penetanguishene. John

Borland helped his father build the houses for the Indians on Beausoleil

Island, under contract from the Government.

Lavallee, Dennis, the grantee of Park lot No. 5, Tiny, in 1834,

which became known as “ Lavallee’s Point,” now “ Highland Point,”

owned by D. Davidson, Esq.

Lafreniere, Antoine, cooper, the grantee of Park lot No. 18, Tiny,

in 1834, now the Gidley farm. He was buried at Lafontaine.

Lafreniere, Oliver, of lot No. 18, con. 15, Tiny, married widow
Lacombe.

Lafreniere, Antoine, jun., of lot 18, con. 15, Tiny. His descend-

ants are living in Tiny.

Lafreniere, Amable, died in Penetanguishene.

La Plante, Pierre, the grantee of Park lot No. 38, Tiny, part of the

Mitchell farm, where his remains lie buried, with those of Le Garde.

Le Garde, Jean Baptiste, the grantee of Park lot No. 37, Tiny,

part of the Mitchell farm.

Laranger, Regis, clerk for Andrew Mitchell. His family moved to

Ontonagon, Mich., and he died there.

Labatte, Michael, owned the Park lot on Poyntz Street, now
owned by Mr. Ploufle, Penetanguishene. He lives on an island in Vic-

toria Harbor
;

is over eighty-five years of age, is vigorous, alert, and his

memory is almost intact. A typical French voyageur, his aboriginal

descent being most unmistakably marked. He married Archange Berger,

and has a family of fifteen children. (See the Narrative of Michael

Labatte).

Labatte, Louise (Michael’s sister), married Pierre Blette dit Sorelle.

Labatte, Antoine, of lot 16, con. 19, Tiny, at Thunder Bay. He
has numerous descendants. (See the Narrative of Antoine Labatte.)

Labatte, Ambrose, of lot 13, con. 17, Tiny, is still living.

Labatte, Dominique, the third son of Louis George Labatte, was

killed at the raising of a building in Tiny. He was buried at Lafontaine.

Labatte, Katrine, of lot 16, con. 16, Tiny, the early home of Louis

Deschenaux. The original block-house is still standing. She became the

wife of M. Duquette, and has a vivid recollection of the family trip in

the bateau up the Nottawasaga River and over the portage to Lake

Simcoe
;

also of the subsequent landing at their future home beside

Thunder Bay, in Tiny, on a cold Christmas eve.
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Labatte, Louis George, blacksmith in the navy, lived on lot 16,

con. 19, Tiny, at Thunder Bay, which thus became the early home of the

Labattes. (See Antoine’s Narrative.) He was buried at Lafontaine.

Lesoir, Pierre, the grantee of Park lot No. 36, Tiny, in 1834, part

of the Gidley farm in the hollow. He^was small in stature and a clever

violinist.

Lemeux, Amable, the grantee of Park lot 31, Tiny, in 1836, part

of the Mitchell farm.

Leduc, Thomas, the grantee of the Park lot now owned by Mr.

Lamb, also of lot 112, con. 2, Tiny. He procured the skulls for Mrs.

Jameson from the cave at Nascoutiong, as mentioned in that lady’s

“ Winter Studies and Summer Hambies,” Vol. 3.

Lacroix, John, senr., of lot 16, con. 16, Tiny, had two sons and three

daughters. He was a descendant of Hubert Lacroix, of Mille lies,

Quebec, 1781.

Lacroix, Pierre, baker, occupied part of the site where Sneath’s

Block stands.

Lacroix, Antoine. His descendants are living in Tiny.

Lacroix, Therese, married Cyril Pombert, and died at the age of

eighty. She was buried at Lafontaine.

Legris, Jean Baptiste, the grantee of Park lot No. 32, Tiny, in

1834 part of the Mitchell farm.

Legris, Prisque, the grantee of part of Park lot 32, Tiny, in 1834, with

his brother. He fell from the loft of a stable he was building for Adju-

tant Keating and broke his neck. It was popularly reported that he

was sent in pursuit of a deserting soldier on Drummond Island and shot

him. He has numerous descendants on Beausoleil Island and in Pene-

tanguishene, all known by the name of Prisque. Paul Prisque, who
perished on the ice two years ago while returning to Beausoleil Island,

was his grandson.

Legris, Joseph, died in Penetanguishene. His wife is still living at

Byng Inlet. He has a daughter, Mrs. Paul Vasseur, living in Pene-

tanguishene.

Legris, Gabriel, on lot 96, con. I, Tiny.

Lachapelle, Etienne, went to Holland Landing.

Lemais, Philip, cooper
;
his descendants live in Waubaushene and

Coldwater.

Lemais, Pierre.

Lemais, J. B.

Lamorandiere, Charles. His father was born in Quebec, was well

educated, went up with the Hudson’s Bay Company, and married a
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Chippewa squaw. His ancestor, Capt. Etienne Lamorandiere, was at the

siege of St. John, and drew 700 acres of land at Varennes, Quebec, under

Lord Dorchester, in 1788.

Lamorandiere, Alixe. Two sons of his are prominent business

men at Killarney.

Lamorandiere, Joseph, occupied a town lot on Water Street. A
son of his is Indian interpreter at Cape Croker.

Lamorandiere, Julie, married Jean Baptiste Rousseau. She is still

living at the “ Sault,” Mich., ninety years of age, hale and hearty.

Lamorandiere, Charlotte, married M. Barnard. Descendants of

hers are living at St. Joseph and the “ Sault.”

Lamorandiere, Adelaide, became the wife of Regis Loranger. She
died at Ontonagon, Mich.

Lamorandiere, Josephette, married Captain Peck, of the steamer

Gore. Her descendants live at the “ Sault.”

Larche, Charles, walked all the way to Toronto on foot with sev-

eral others under Captain Darling to join the British against the rebels in

1837, and while absent his wife eloped with Dennis Lavallee, and never

returned.

Lorette, Pierre.

Lagac4 Joachim, the grantee of Park lot No. 29, Tiny, in 1834. He
was buried at Lafontaine.

Lagac^, Josephette, became the wife of Louis Deschenaux. She

was tall and stately, of a commanding presence, and an accomplished

violinist. While at Drummond Island she furnished music for the offi-

cers and gentry at balls and parties, and was frequently called away to

Mackinaw and other points for the same purpose. Her services were in

constant requisition, even after moving to Penetanguishene. Finally,

Mr. Deschenaux, her husband, demolished the violin by placing his foot

on it, suddenly and “ violently.”

Langlade, Charles, sen., the grantee of Park lot No. 35, Tiny, in

1834. He was born in Mackinaw. His father, Capt. Charles Langlade,

was commandant at Wisconsin Portage in 1783. Another relative, Lieut.

Langlade, was at Bennington, and drew 500 acres of land at Detroit,

under Lord Dorchester, in 1788. He had a family of eleven children.

The original Langlade house is still standing on McAvela s farm. (See

Angelique Langlade’s Narrative.)

Langlade, Charles, jun., the grantee of Park lot No. 33, Tiny, in

1835. One son and two daughters are in Marquette, Mich.

Langlade, Dea or Dedier, inherited Park lot 35 from his father.

Langlade, Louise, became the wife of Joseph Restoul,in Duluth.
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Langlade, Pierre, has descendants living in Penetanguishene.

Langlade, Adelaide, married Joseph Precourt, and is still living in

Penetanguishene, a widow with numerous descendants.

Langlade, Marguerite the 1st, became the second wife of George

Gordon. She died in Toronto.

Langlade, Marguerite the 2nd, died in Penetanguishene, un-

married.

Langlade, Angelique, (see her Narrative).

Langlade, Charlotte, died in Penetanguishene.

Langlade, Katrine, the youngest, was born and died in Pene-

tanguishene.

Langlade, Marguerite, a cousin, became the wife of Charles Vas-

seur. She died at Ontonagon, Mich.

Langlois, Jean Baptiste, another form of the name Langlade. He
belonged to a distant branch of the Langlade family.

Laviolette, Pierre, died in Marquette, Mich. Descendants live

there.

Leramonda, James, coast pilot, married a daughter of Wra. Solomon.

Leramonda, Ouillette, son of James, also a coast pilot.

Lorrin, Therize, died aged 80, and was buried at Lafontaine.

Lemaire, Angelique.

Lariviere, Joseph, returned to the “ Sault.”

Lecruyer, Francois.

Lecruyer, Louise, became the wife of Joseph Giroux. She is

buried at Lafontaine.

Lacombe, N.

Lacombe, Madeline, became the wife of Louis Langlade, after whose

death she married Leon Dusome. She is still living in Tiny. Her father

died on Drummond Island, after which her mother married Oliver La-

freniere, with whom she came to Penetanguishene.

Langlade, Louis, son of Charles, died in Penetanguishene.

Lamoureux, Charles, owned lot 15, con. 15, Tiny. He is still liv-

ing at Pine Point, 80 years old.

Lemire, Henry Modeste, known only by the latter name. He was

small in stature and nick-named “ Court a Pouce ” (short in inches). He
left his wife and went to Cheboygan, Mich., where he died.

Lepine, Louis, came with the Larammee family. He settled on a

park lot in Tiny, part of McAvela’s farm. He was buried at Lafontaine.

Lepine, Pierre, wrecked with his wife and child on the schooner

Haclcett. He was buried at Lafontaine.

Lepine, Therise, daughter of Pierre, was wrecked on the schooner

Osborne, Alexander Campbell. "List of the Drummond Island Voyageurs." 
Ontario Historical Society Papers and Records, Vol. III (1901): 149-166. FL7018

208



LIST OF THE DRUMMOND ISLAND VOYAGEURS. 161

Hackett, and with her mother clung to the wreck till rescued by the crew

next morning. She died in the House of Providence, Toronto.

Lepine, Francoise, daughter of Louis, married Wm. Rawson, Cold-

water. She is still living at Girard Pen. Thomas Rawson, of Cbld^

water, is her son, and she has numerous other descendants living at

Coldwater and Girard.

Lepine, Henri.

Legris, Josephine, became the second wife of Interpreter Solomon,

after whose death she married Toussant Latard. A daughter is living

in Penetanguishene, Mrs. Charles Gendron.

Latard, Toussant, has a son Philip living at Byng Inlet.

Messier, Joseph, of lot 15, con. 16, and lot 17, con 15, Tiny. His

father was born in St. Francis, Quebec, and went up with the North-

West Company. He was closely connected with the Deschenaux fam-

ily. He built the second house in Lafontaine. His ancestors, Joseph

and Michael Messier, of Saint Michael, took the oath in 1772: Descend-

ants are still living in Tiny, and a grandson, Joseph Messier, lives art

Victoria Harbor.

Minsie, Joseph, obtained Park lot No. 20, Tiny, from Louis Lacerte

in 1836.

Martin, Tontine, fisherman, settled at old Fort Ste. Marie, on the

Wye.

Mangeon, Charles.

Nalon, Charles.

Normandaine, Joseph.

Ogier, Pierre, occupied the lot subsequently owned by the late

William Hoar, Tiny. He and Deschenaux traded wives, after which

they married.

Oreille, Benjamin, settled at old Fort Ste. Marie. He went to

the “ Sault ” and St. Ignace.

Perrigeaut, Francois, settled on the lot now owned by Allen B.

McDonnell, Tiny. He also owned the lot where Payette’s foundry

stands in Penetanguishene. He died in 1871.

Perrault, Charles, his grandfather went to Mackinaw in 1781

from Quebec.

Perrault, Louise, married Gotfried Boyer. He has a son in

Midland.

Palladeau, J., from St. Joseph’s Island, settled near F. Dussaume’s,

Tiny.

Parissien, Jacques, went to Waubaushene.

Paradis, Joseph, moved to Coldwater.

II
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Payette, Louis, owned a lot near Payette’s foundry, Penetan-

guishene.

Payette, Eas, married Katrine Lavallee. He died in Owen
Sound.

Prousse, Francis, went to Waubaushene.

PuYorrE, Francois, settled at Gordon’s Point.

Pelletier, Joseph. His descendants are still living in Tiny.

Paquette, Ignace, went to St. Ignace, Mich.

Paquette, Louis, went to St. Ignace also.

Precourt, Augustin, carpenter, father and two sons lived on lot

16, con. 15, Tiny. He was buried at Lafontaine.

• Precourt, Joseph. His descendants are living on a Park lot in the

Ordnance Reserve.

Precourt, Baptiste.

PiiECOURT, Marguerite, married F. Brunelle, Tiny.

. Parent, Sophie, married Louis R<mdeau, who was poisoned. She

subsequently became the wife of William Cowan. She is buried at

Lafontaine.

PoMBERT, Cyril, the grantee of Park lot No. 12, Tiny, in 1835, and

of lot 16, con. 16, Tiny. He died, aged seventy-eight, and was buried at

Lafontaine.

Quebec, M., settled at old Fort Ste. Marie. He was a fine horse

rider. He was rendered almost blind from a lightning stroke, and died

at Bruce Mines.

Quebec, Louise, married Baptiste Belval, the mail-carrier.

Rolland, Pierre, the grantee of park lot No. 22, Tiny, in 1834.

Ross, Marie, became the wife of Joseph Boissonneau, St. Joseph

Island.

.
Rondeau, Louis, settled at old Fort Ste. Marie. He died of

poisoning from eating a root of la carotte d moureau (wild parsnip),

which he found while planting potatoes. His wife took it from him,

but while she was absent preparing dinner he ate it, with fatal results.

He was buried in St. Ann’s, Penetanguishene.

. ,
Restoul, Michael. His daughter became Mrs. John Michon, and

is still living in Tiny.

Restoul, William.

Restoul, Joseph.

.Restoul, Francois.

Restoul, Pierre, was killed on Lake Nipissing in a fray by one

McKenzie.

Recolet, Johannah (widow).
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Recolet, Joseph, the grantee of Park lot No. 39, Tiny, in 1831.

Recolet, Antoine.

Recolet, Francois.

Revol, D., built the second house in Penetanguishene, next to

Oordon’s, on Water Street, on a lot owned by the late Alfred Thompson,

and for some time occupied by Father Proulx. He acted as catechist

for the congregation of St. Ann’s in the early days. He returned to

Montreal, where he died.

Roy, Joseph, the grantee of Park lot No. 1, Tiny, in 1832. His

father was born in Quebec, descended from Joseph Roy, of Vincennes,

who took the oath in 1749. He returned to Bruce Mines.

Roy, James.

Roy, George.

Roy, Alexander.

Rushleau, George, is said to have been a Spaniard, though

married to a half-breed.

Rousseau, Jean Baptiste, was born in Montreal. He and his

half-brother, George Gordon, went up to Fort William with the

Hudson’s Bay Company as clerks, and then removed to Drummond
Island, thence to Penetanguishene, where he was clerk for Gordon, and

ranged the wilderness collecting furs from the Indians. From him Lake

Rousseau, in Muskoka, received its name. He afterwards removed to

Kostawang, was sent as returning officer to Bruce Mines during the

Cumberland election, and died suddenly during the night. He was

buried at Kostawang, St. Joseph Island. His wife removed to the

“ Sault,” Mich., where she is still living, aged ninety.

Rousseau, Charles, also was a clerk for his half-brother, Gordon,

and afterwards kept a store and post-office on St. Joseph Island. He
returned to Montreal, where he died. The Rousseaus and Gordons are

related by marriage to Madame Albani (Lajeunesse), the famous Canadian

songstress.

Simpson, Marguerite, a Chippewa squaw, first wife of William

Simpson, trader, who was the grantee of Park lot No. 16, Tiny, in 1834.

She is buried behind the old store on Water Street.

St. Amand, Pierre, settled at Old Fort Ste. Marie. His descendants

are still living there.

St. Onge, dit Latard, Joseph, married Katrine Vasseur, and went

to Newmarket.

St. Onge, Madeline, married Antoine Lafreniere. She is buried

at Lafontaine.

Solomon, William, Government interpreter (See the Narrative of

Louie). He died in Penetanguishene.
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Solomon, Sophie, married Benj. Dusanque. Their descendants are

living in Tiny.

Solomon, Henry, died at Killarney, aged 80. He has a son at

St. Joseph.

Solomon, Ezekiel, the father of William, the interpreter. William

also had a son by this name.

Solomon, Samuel, was with Admiral Bayfield in the old Recovery

during the survey of the thirty thousand islands of Georgian Bay in

1822-5.

Solomon, Lisette, married Louis Desaulniers. She is buried at

Lafontaine.

Solomon, Rosette, married Jean Baptiste Sylvestre. She is buried

in Penetanguishene in St. Anns cemetery. A daughter, Mrs. Belrose,

lives in Penetanguishene.

Solomon, Angelique, married Thomas Landrigan, caretaker of the

naval store and magazine for the navy. She eloped with James Murphy
and went to Bruce Mines.

Solomon, Marguerite, became the wife of Joseph Leramonda.

Solomon, Jessie, became the wife of Charles Rousseau, then married

Colbert Amyot, and died at St. Joseph Island. A son, Colbert, is still

living there.

Solomon, Thaise, died in Penetanguishene, unmarried.

Solomon, Lewis, the youngest of eleven children, died at Victoria

Harbor, March 9th, 1900, and was buried in Midland. He has one son

in Tiny. (See his Narrative).

SiCARD, Francois, the grantee of Park lot No. 41, Tiny, in 1834.

He hanged himself near Bruce Mines. Mrs. Sicard was the first person

buried in St. Ann’s cemetery, Penetanguishene.

Sicard, Simon, has a son, Benjamin, still living on the Tiny Reserve.

His ancestor, Sergeant Pierre Sicard, was at the siege of St. John, and

drew two hundred acres of land at Riviere du Loup, Quebec, under

Carleton, in 1788.

SouLiERE, Marguerite, came from the “Sault,” married Louis

Chevrette, and died in Tiny. She was buried at Lafontaine.

Souliere, Josephette.

Senegal, Pierre.

Sylvpstre, Jean Baptiste, went up with the North-West Company,

came to Penetanguishene and Newmarket in 1816. (See his son’s

Narrative.)

Sylvestre, Jean Baptiste, jun., born at Mackinaw, 1813
;
had

three sons and four daughters. The sons were, Louis, drowned at the
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Saulfc
;

” Alexander, drowned near the Reformatory, Penetanguishene
;

and Henry, supposed to be in the Klondike. The daughters were : Mary,

who became the wife of Capt. Allen
;
Rose, who became Mrs. Langlade

and died in French River; Sophia, who became Mrs. Trudeaux
;
and

Angelique, who became Mrs. Belrose, of Penetanguishene. He is still

living at Byng Inlet. (See his Narrative.)

Thibault, Joseph, the grantee of lot 16, concession 16, Tiny, part

of Louis Deschenaux’.

Thibault, Pierre, settled at old Fort Ste. Marie, but subsequently

moved to Neddy McDonald’s farm. Tiny, and gave the name to

Thibault’s (or Tebo’s) Lake (now dry) near Penetanguishene. It was a

considerable body of water, which at one time occupied parts of the

McDonald, Columbus and Quigley farms. Afterward he moved to

Sault Ste. Marie.

Thibault, Julie, wife of Pierre, and mother of fifteen children,

died at the “ Sault,” aged over one hundred.

Thibault, Julie, daughter of Pierre, married Joseph Craddock.

She died in Coldwater.

Thibault, Katrine, married Joseph Payment at the “ Sault.”

Thibault, Constance, married Charles Beron of the “ Sault.”

Thibault, Harriet, married Joachim Beron of the “Sault,” brother

of the preceding.

Thibault, Scholastique, married James Quigley, medalist and

pensioner.

Thibault, Fanny, married Henry Solomon of the “ Sault.”

Thibault, Pierre, went to the United States and enlisted in the

American Civil War.

Thibault, Joseph, was clerk for trader Simpson, but absconded

for embezzlement.

Thibidault, M.

Trudeaux, Jean Baptiste, blacksmith in the navy, settled on a

Park lot in Tiny Reserve, and gave the name to “Trudeaux Point.”

He went to Lake Simcoe, but returned. Has two sons, Antoine, living

on Tiny Reserve, and Eustache, living at Byng Inlet
;
also one daughter,

Angelique, married to Jean Baptiste Contan, living at La Crosse, Wis.,

besides several grandsons living in Tiny.

Taupier, Francoise (widow), grantee of Park lot No. 3, Tiny,

in 1834.

Taupier, Andrew.
Varnac, James, went to Lake Simcoe.

Vasseur, Andrew, of lot 84, concession 1, Tiny, went to Bruce

Mines, and is buried there.
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Vasseur, Louis, once owned part of the lot on which Lafontaine

church stands, and is said to be buried there, but it is uncertain.

Vasseur, Jacques, was shot by an Indian at Pinery Point. He
asked the Indian to shake hands with him, and while reaching for his

hatchet with the other hand discovered his arm was broken. He is

buried on the Gidley farm.

Vasseur, Joseph, was buried on the Gidley farm.

Vasseur, Baptiste.

Vasseur, Charles, the grantee of Park lot No. 6, Tiny, in 1834.

He was born at St. Maurice, Quebec, served with the “ Voltigeurs,” then

went west with the Hudson’s Bay Company. He joined the British

forces and was at the capture of Mackinaw in 1812. There were six

brothers and all went to Mackinaw and followed the British to

Drummond Island, thence to Penetanguishene. While at Mackinaw

Charles married a young half-breed woman, named Marguerite Langlade,

a near relative of the famous Captain Langlade and cousin of the

Langlades of Tiny. Charles and several others, under Captain James

Darling, walked all the way to Toronto and back during the Bebellion

of 1837. He brought the first cow and the first yoke of oxen ever

used in Penetanguishene from Georgina, around by Point Mara, the

“Narrows” (Orillia) and Coldwater, thence home; the latter portion of

the way being only an Indian trail so narrow and bad that he often had

to carry the yoke on his shoulders and drive the animals ahead in single

file. His mother visited Penetanguishene twice while living at

Mackinaw, after which she moved to Green Bay, Wis., where she died.

Charles was drowned near Manitoulin Island, where his remains are

buried. His wife died at Ontonagon, Mich., where his son Louis still

lives. He had a family of fifteen children, only the two eldest having

been born on Drummond Island. I gleaned these reminiscences from

his son, Paul, living in Penetanguishene, who claims that his father had

a medal won fighting for the British, but that it has been lost.

Vasseur. Charles, jun., married Miss Vallee. He has a daughter

living at Byng Inlet.

Vasseur, Marguerite, was buried on the Gidley farm.

Osborne, Alexander Campbell. "List of the Drummond Island Voyageurs." 
Ontario Historical Society Papers and Records, Vol. III (1901): 149-166. FL7018
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Ontario, Canada Births, 1858-1913; AO, MS 929, Reel 112. FL7018

215



Ontario, Canada Births, 1858-1913; AO, MS 929, Reel 140. FL7018
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Ontario, Canada Births, 1858-1913; AO, MS 929, Reel 79. FL7018
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Ontario, Canada, Deaths, 1869-1938, 1943, and Deaths Overseas, 1939-1947; AO, MS 935, Reel 108. FL7018
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Ontario, Canada, Marriages, 1801-1928, 1933-1934; AO, MS 932, Reel 143. FL7018
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"Baptism Record for Nellie Lucienne Lafreniere" record; 08-06-1919. 
Copy in possession of Métis Nation of Ontario's Registry. FL7018
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ARCHDIOCESE OF TORONTO 
Certificate of Baptism - Testimonium Baptisrni 

	TV77. F7F. R 	cr -71 

Sea 
 4

P - sigillum 

.1' 

Priest De 641 1  Nomen delegati 
Date - datum 

 

 

s- 

Extract from the Roman Catholic Parish Register of: 
Libro baptizatorum paroeciae romano-catholicae 

 

j Ste. Croix Parish 
327 rue Lafontaine, Pen etanguishene, Ontario, L9M 1R3 

  

Surname - cognomen 
nom de famille 

Christian Name(s) - nomina 
prenoms 

Date of Birth - dies natalis 
date of naissance 

Place of Birth - locus natalis 
lieu of naissance 

Date of Baptism - dies baptismalis 
date de bapteme 

Change of Rite - transitus ad alium ritum 

Father - pater 
[Family Name / First Name] pere 

Religion/Rite of Father - religio/ritus patris 

religion/rite du pere 

Mother - mater 
[Maiden Name / First Name] mere 

Religion/Rite of Mother - religio/ritus matris 

religion/rite du mere 

Catholic Sponsor(s) - cognomen 
[Family Name / First Name] parrain / marraine - 
padrino / madrina 

Christian Witness - testis 

Lafreniere 

Andre' Joseph 

September 20, 1915 

Ste. Croix 

• September 23, 1915 

Lafreniere, Norbert 

Roman Catholic, Latin Rite 

Newton, Philomene 

Roman Catholic, Latin Rite 

Antoine Newton 

Catherine Newton 

Minister of Baptism - ministro baptismi 	 Henry Brunet 
Priest / Deacon] - pretre/diacre 

Confirmation - confirmatio 
[Date / Parish] - date/paroisse 

Marriage - matrimonium 
[Date / Place / Name of Spouse] 

"Baptism Record for Andre Joseph Lafreniere" record; 23-09-1915. 
Copy in possession of Métis Nation of Ontario's Registry. FL7018
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